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EDITOR’S NOTES 
 
Welcome to our March edition. 
I cannot say how happy I am that we have a contribution from Stephen Owens back in our magazine. It is 
always such a great read. We will miss him taking an occasional service when we need a vicar, as he has 
now fully retired. We wish Stephen a very enjoyable, productive and fulfilling retirement. 
If you haven’t yet had a chance to make a donation to the magazine, please do so if you can. Those 
involved in its production and distribution are all volunteers. The payment details are below and your 
contributions help us to continue. 
Happy Easter and happy spring to you all.   

Marzena Cartwright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donations 2023 
Please help to support our magazine by donating towards the cost of the 
printing which has risen significantly over the last year. 
If you can donate £12 or more for the 10 issues it will help us enormously. 
You can pay online using the following details; 

Our Bank - Natwest 
Sort Code - 52-30-40 Account No - 25462288 
Account Name – Four Square Magazine. Please use your name as the 

reference. 

If you can also email 4SquareTreasurer@btconnect.com with your name and post code it would 
be much appreciated. 
Alternatively you can give your donation to your magazine distributor, or you can pay a cheque or 
cash in at the post office using the bank details above. 
 

Thank you to all who have made a donation so far this year. Some were received within thirty minutes of 
the online magazine being sent out! Your generosity is very much appreciated. 

Richard Cartwright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE AND WANTED  

 
1. Two Bicycles For sale. Man's Raleigh Ogre and Lady's Raleigh Cameo. Both in reasonable condition 

but may need new tyres. £40 each ONO. Tibberton  
01905 345716 

 
Please send all of your personal For Sale and Wanted adverts to the Editor for inclusion in the next issue.  
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THOUGHTS FROM THE RECTOR 
I was sitting in the pub a few weeks ago chatting with a group of 
people, two of whom were farmers and one a farmer's wife, when 
the conversation turned to the subject of robots. As we talked we 
thought about the way in which robots were doing more and more 
of the work that men and women used to do on the farm and in 
many ways doing it more efficiently. Then at one point one of the 
farmers turned to me and said, with a sad smile and a resigned 
shrug of the shoulders, “What is the point anymore of us human 
beings?” 

I did not have an answer at the time but I felt that I ought to think 
hard about this. I thought back to my own father who prided 
himself on his skills as a stockman, knowing when a sow was 
ready to farrow and using his intuition for many tasks on the farm. 

I remember his sadness when in his later years he found increasingly that these decisions were being 
made by computers and that farming was becoming more and more an industrial process in which the 
relationship between human and animal was valued less and less. Even the Church is not free, it would 
seem, from this trend. I heard recently of someone who was thinking about ordination and who was told by 
a young member of the clergy that unless they were computer literate they would be of no use. As if what 
we need is more clergy spending their time sitting in front of computer screens. 

So are we humans going to be replaced by robots? Now there are certain tasks that are probably better 
done by robots and those are boring repetitive ones. I remember visiting a factory in Redditch once that 
made springs. I was shown a machine that was doing a strangely beautiful dance that produced a new 
spring every few seconds. “It used to take thirty people to do what that machine does,” I was told, “and 
every spring they made was rubbish.” 

But the thing that every robot does is to repeat what has been done before. It is incapable of doing 
anything new. Every scientist who does achieve something new will tell of a moment, often in a time of 
leisure, when a new idea simply comes to them. Many call these aha! moments. It is these moments that 
then have to be tested. Can a new idea be supported by what we can see? Does it make sense of what is 
actually there? The problem is that those times of apparently useless, unproductive, leisure are getting 
harder to find. We seem to want our brightest people to behave more and more like robots. 

If the glory of God is people who are fully alive then we need to learn how to work with God and to do 
things that make us more alive and not less so. We only need to think of the success of The Repair Shop 
to know that real skills are a thing of beauty and how we need more beauty in the world.  

So, a little thought to conclude with. Why not spend more time upon enjoyment? I don't mean enjoying 
yourself but enjoying the world about you. Enjoying the people you know; the air you breathe; the food you 
eat; the loveliness of the bird that just landed in your garden. Be more fully alive yourself and enjoy the 
world as it changes around you.  

Revd Stephen Winter 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
Thank you for your continuing help with our Morning Prayer services. 

The dates for Morning Prayer are as follows: (All are Wednesday morning at 09.15 am): 

 April     
05.04.23  Doverdale   
12.04.23  Elmley Lovett   
19.04.23  Elmbridge    
26.04.23  Hartlebury  

Diana Glendenning  
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SOURCES OF INSPIRATION 
Sometimes I visit the city of Oxford. The walk through the expansive Christ Church Meadow is always 
invigorating, with views of the Thames, the meadow and the dreaming spires. If you look to the north, you 
may see not a spire but a squat tower and hear its bells toll. You can reach it by a path from the meadow, 
but in the winter after dusk the gates are locked and you need to approach it by walking down a lane, very 
atmospheric in the dark. It is a cobbled street with old fashioned streetlamps, you pass the tower on the 
right, and nearby there is a door into the chapel, but it is normally closed and locked. You walk a little 
further, and pass into the porter’s lodge, and enter Merton College. 

I go there from time to time because of the pandemic. The 
recently leaked WhatsApp messages have reminded us of 
the chaos, fear and trauma of that time. A time when we 
lived under many restrictions. Our churches were locked. 
You almost feared being arrested if you drove to Worcester. 
During this time, and as we came out of lockdown, I began 
watching services from Merton College Chapel on YouTube. 
I was struck by the beauty of the singing, by the quality of 
the streaming, and the readiness of the college to open the 
chapel for worship as soon as they could, and to encourage 
people to come. I decided to try and go when I could, and I 
found it extremely helpful and inspiring. 
Having walked through the Porters’ Lodge I go to the right, 
crossing Front Quad and pass into Mob Quad, I am soon at 
the south door passing into the antechapel. Merton is one 
of the oldest colleges in Oxford, founded by Walter de 
Merton in 1264. The chapel was started in 1280s, it was 
planned to be a large church, but only the Quire and 
transepts were completed. Now it is a spacious chapel with 

a remarkable sense of history with worship having been offered for 700 years. I look up at the imposing 
tower area above me as I walk into the Quire and take a seat. In winter it is dark at 6.15pm and for this 
weekday service the chapel is lit almost entirely by candles. The choir enters and Choral Evensong is 
sung, and my heart is full and overflowing. The combination of the worship with its readings and passages 
from Scripture, with wonderful sung music overwhelms me with a sense of awe and presence of God. 
What would happen if you were there? You might like some of the music, but you might also never want to 
go to a service like that, and even if you did you might find it all rather antiquated and just rather strange. It 
completely inspires me, nourishes me deep down, but you might feel totally different. 
It is no bad thing for any of us to 
reflect on what inspires us, what 
nourishes us in the depths of our 
being. Some people have a 
special place they like to visit, and 
they return there often to renew 
their strength. For others it is 
music, poetry, or drama. Many 
people find inspiration in sport. 
Others find inspiration in family 
and friends. I invite you to ponder 
what it is for you. 
As I have written before, I have 
always been interested in music, and all through my life it has been there in one form or another. I am an 
enthusiastic believer in the Christian faith, though I know some would think of me as being bonkers for 
such a view. For me being in Merton Chapel, the music and faith come together and almost explode in my 
heart. I hope that you too have something which inspires, nourishes and blesses you. 

Stephen Owens 
Stephen Owens is a retired priest living in Hartlebury and a member of St James’ congregation  
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chapel for worship as soon as they could, and to encourage 
people to come. I decided to try and go when I could, and I 
found it extremely helpful and inspiring. 
Having walked through the Porters’ Lodge I go to the right, 
crossing Front Quad and pass into Mob Quad, I am soon at 
the south door passing into the antechapel. Merton is one 
of the oldest colleges in Oxford, founded by Walter de 
Merton in 1264. The chapel was started in 1280s, it was 
planned to be a large church, but only the Quire and 
transepts were completed. Now it is a spacious chapel with 

a remarkable sense of history with worship having been offered for 700 years. I look up at the imposing 
tower area above me as I walk into the Quire and take a seat. In winter it is dark at 6.15pm and for this 
weekday service the chapel is lit almost entirely by candles. The choir enters and Choral Evensong is 
sung, and my heart is full and overflowing. The combination of the worship with its readings and passages 
from Scripture, with wonderful sung music overwhelms me with a sense of awe and presence of God. 
What would happen if you were there? You might like some of the music, but you might also never want to 
go to a service like that, and even if you did you might find it all rather antiquated and just rather strange. It 
completely inspires me, nourishes me deep down, but you might feel totally different. 
It is no bad thing for any of us to 
reflect on what inspires us, what 
nourishes us in the depths of our 
being. Some people have a 
special place they like to visit, and 
they return there often to renew 
their strength. For others it is 
music, poetry, or drama. Many 
people find inspiration in sport. 
Others find inspiration in family 
and friends. I invite you to ponder 
what it is for you. 
As I have written before, I have 
always been interested in music, and all through my life it has been there in one form or another. I am an 
enthusiastic believer in the Christian faith, though I know some would think of me as being bonkers for 
such a view. For me being in Merton Chapel, the music and faith come together and almost explode in my 
heart. I hope that you too have something which inspires, nourishes and blesses you. 

Stephen Owens 
Stephen Owens is a retired priest living in Hartlebury and a member of St James’ congregation  
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SEASONAL NATURE NOTES 
Geriatric Hedgehogs and Biodiversity 

Spring appeared for a couple of days about two weeks ago but we are back into cold weather at the 
moment with the threat of worse to follow. None of this seems to have deterred the birds from singing 
vigorously, choosing a mate and making nesting preparations. A male blackbird is making regular visits to 

a specific point in the Hawthorn hedge and, as they are early 
breeders, the female may well already have some eggs. Bird 
boxes are being inspected and Blue Tits are gathering moss even 
though they will not lay any eggs for a couple of weeks yet. I hope 
that my new Sparrow Terrace will prove acceptable to the local 
House Sparrow colony. We have been getting all our usual variety 
of bird life in the garden plus the recent addition of a Chaffinch. 
These birds have been having a bit of a tough time recently with a 
drop in numbers, possibly due to disease, so it is nice to have 
them back. Locally there have been several sightings of Ravens, 
our largest corvid with a wingspan of 4 feet (120cms). It can be 
identified by its call, which is best described as a huskily delivered 

‘cronk’, and, in flight, by the diamond shaped tail (left). In the Old Testament, the Raven is the first bird 
Noah sent to look for land, and Elijah is described as being provided for by Ravens. They are also used as 
a symbol of God’s providence in both the New Testament and in Christian art.   
There have been reports of hedgehogs emerging from hibernation 
in many parts of the country but I haven’t heard of any locally. If 
any do appear they would certainly benefit from supplementary 
feeding with wet or dry cat food. Badgers will have given birth 
during February and will generally mate straight away although 
delayed implantation of the fertilised egg in the wall of the uterus 
will mean that the young are not born until next year. Another 
mammal which will be having young this time of year is the Brown 
Hare and the young leverets will be left individually in ‘forms’ in 
long grass and suckled at night. Hares have been seen locally but 
are very prone to disturbance which may lead to the leverets being 
deserted. The Hare is regarded as a symbol of fertility and Eastre, 
the goddess of spring (right) was celebrated by the Saxons at this 
time of year. Eastre evolved into Easter and the Hare became the 
well-loved Easter bunny which, in its chocolate manifestation, will 
be readily consumed. Think how much extra chocolate there would 
be if we still used the Hare with its enormous ears! 

It’s still been a bit chilly for any amphibian 
activity and I have not seen any spawn in local 
ponds so far. If you spot any, Worcester 
Wildlife Trust would like to hear about it. 
Hopefully Nature will catch up when it warms 
up a bit. 
Bumble bees have been seen in various 
places and will make good use of anything that 
is currently flowering and I have seen them 
feeding on my Hellebores and Lungworts. If 
you come across a motionless bumblebee sat 
on the ground, especially in cold weather, it will 
greatly benefit from a top-up using a 50:50 

mixture of water and white sugar. Offer it to the front end of the bee on a teaspoon or a shallow dish in a 
sheltered place and allow it time to recuperate. In warmer weather moving it to a safe place on a nectar-
producing flower may suffice. If handled gently they are unlikely to sting.  
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Geriatric hedgehogs 
Up until now it has been accepted wisdom that hedgehogs are not 
generally blessed with longevity. Of all the hedgehogs born last year it is 
estimated that only about 1 in 4 will be around to celebrate its first 
birthday due to a combination of accidents, predation or failed hibernation. 
If they reach this milestone they may last for another 2 - 4 years with only 
one confirmed as being 9 years old.  Telling the age of a hedgehog is not 
easy unless they have been micro-chipped as hoglets but it can be 
accurately determined post-mortem by counting the growth rings in the 
jawbone which mirrors the counting of growth rings in trees.  
Recent research in Denmark, which has the same species of hedgehog as the UK, has found one male 
hedgehog, christened Thorvald, who had reached the grand old age of 16 years. The investigation found 
that the average age of the dead hedgehogs collected for the study was 1.6 years for females and 2.1 
years for males. In this study, around one third of the hedgehogs had died before reaching one year of 
age. 
While it is unusual in mammals for males to live longer than females the researcher, Dr Rasmussen, said 
“The tendency for males to outlive females is likely caused by the fact that it is simply easier being a male 
hedgehog. Hedgehogs are not territorial, which means that the males rarely fight. And the females are 
raising their offspring alone.” 
Other findings were that: 56% of the hedgehogs had been killed when crossing roads; 22% died of natural 
causes; 22% died at a hedgehog rehabilitation centre. The hedgehog road deaths peaked in July, which is 
thought to be due to males roaming longer distances in search of females during the peak of the mating 
season. 
Hedgehog stop press; Two new species of hedgehogs have been discovered in the Philippines. They are 
soft coated hedgehogs known as gymnures that have been classified as hedgehogs by taxonomists. 

Biodiversity – a measure of the range of species in a habitat 

Biodiversity varies from habitat to habitat depending on a range of factors such as temperatures, rainfall 
and availability of food. Rainforests have very high biodiversity whilst it is very low in Antarctica. I came 
across this excellent illustration comparing the biodiversity of differently managed areas of grassland..   
Apologies to those of you that have the printed magazine and can only see this in black-and-white. The 
on-line version brings you full colour and a chance to make the text larger. 
The Parish Council’s management of the orchard area in Lunnon Lane and the Triangle has increased the 
range of plant and animal species in these areas and, hopefully, will inspire others to manage some of 
their land to help increase populations of species at the lower end of the food chain. Without a ready 
supply of plants and invertebrates the more visible animals higher up the chain will not be able to survive.  
Even a small wildflower patch or area of uncut grass can provide a food-stop for essential pollinators such 
as bees, hoverflies, butterflies, moths, wasps  and beetles. Happy Easter Nature Watching. 

Terry Green  
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COUNTRY DIARY - April 
April is a promise that May is bound to keep  

April is one of the best months for birdwatchers in the English countryside. As we cross the Rubicon from 
late winter into spring and the clocks go forward, it’s all change. The summer migrants are arriving in 
numbers now and at the start of the month the trees are still leafless, which offers a great opportunity to 
watch the new visitors. As soon as they arrive they settle down and start singing, and a good pair of 
binoculars will help to identify the various warblers, finches and buntings in the hedgerows and woodlands. 
By the end of the month new leaves will cover much of their habitat and they will be harder to spot. 

If you are in the market for some wildlife-watching binoculars, you may be interested in the different types 
and the number meanings. There are two main types of binocular design: porro prism and roof prism. The 
traditional binoculars are porro prism with an ‘M’ shape design and where the eyepiece and lens are not in 
a straight line. Roof prisms are more like the letter ‘H’ and the tubes are in a straight line with the eyepiece 
at one end. This makes them generally more compact and easier to keep in the pocket.  

I have a good pair of porro prism bins for serious nature-watching but also keep a compact pair of the roof 
prism design in the glove compartment of the car for unexpected use. A third type are monoculars – a 
single tube like a telescope (and very compact), and a larger version of these is the very powerful spotting 
scopes which have huge magnification and are often used for watching wildfowl and waders in an 
estuarine environment, or stalking deer in open country.   

Most binoculars have two numbers on them such as 8x40 or 10x50. This is the magnification and the 
objective lens diameter. The first number is the magnification and simply describes how many times closer 
an object will appear compared to the naked eye, e.g. 8x is eight times closer than in real life. However, 
whilst it may be thought from this that the higher number will always be better it’s important to remember 
two things. 

One is that too high a magnification will make it difficult to find a bird in a hedge as your field of vision will 
be small – think of looking at a hedge close-up through a kitchen roll tube. The other is that generally, the 
greater the magnification the heavier the bins and the harder it is to hold them steady.  

The second number is the lens diameter and this is where light enters the binoculars. The larger the 
number the brighter the image will look as more light will help (especially in woodland or if your watching is 
done at sun-up or dusk), but again, the larger the lens the heavier the binoculars and this is not only to be 
considered for holding them steady to view whatever it is you are watching, but the heavier they are to 
carry around on a walk or expedition.  

The commonest sizes are 8x and 10x (although some pocket bins are 7x) and from 30 through to 50, so 
8x35, 8x40, 10x40 and 10x50. Go to a shop and try some for weight and handling, and ask to go outside 
to view down the street or across the rooftops. Once you decide on the spec, you may have the option for 
waterproofing which is a useful feature if you are going to be using them a lot in all weathers. If you are a 
glasses wearer you need to ask about the eye-relief measurement, which is the farthest distance your eye 
can be from the eyepiece without compromising on the visible field of view. The recommendation is to look 
for an eye relief figure of more than 14mm or 17mm for thick glasses. Finally, if you are a serious bird or 
wildlife watcher and are fairly static in your viewing, consider a tripod to give you steadier observing but 
make sure that the binoculars have a tripod mount, and also think about the weight of the tripod as it too 
will need to be carried. 

Once you have your bins get out and watch the wildlife. The birds are very busy from now on as they have 
but a short window in which to complete their summer tasks. Firstly they have to stake out a territory, clear 
their throats to sing for a mate and once found, start nest-building. When the eggs are laid the incubation 
period for most of our common finches and warblers is around 12 to 14 days. As soon as the young hatch 
they will grow quickly but need constant feeding, although the danger is that a brood which hatches too 
early may want for insect food in a cold spring whilst those that are too late emerging may not be strong 
enough as young adults for the autumn migration south.  

I enjoy watching the sparrows plucking the tufts of grass heads from my pampas grass in the front garden 
– the reason why I don’t clear it away in the winter. They must have comfy nests lined with that! And as I 
write this on the 18th March, my friend the chiff-chaff is back this morning, a few days later than usual, and 
as I walked on after a long listen and a beatific smile across my face, a brimstone butterfly flew across me. 
Spring and then summer really is close to reality in just a few more weeks. 

A.J.Selby -Kindly submitted by Barrie Audis  
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LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF DUDLEY 
I have recently returned from the Holy Land, where I had the 
privilege of co-leading a Diocesan Pilgrimage. 

The land of Israel/Palestine has long been a contested one, and 
we were very conscious of current tensions. Scripture invites us 
to ‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem’ and that is still needed now. 
It was a joy to meet with members of the Christian community in 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem, particularly the Anglican Archbishop 
of Jerusalem, Hosam Naoum, who helped prepare and bless the 
Oil of Anointing for use at the Coronation of King Charles III. The 
oil was made using olives from the Holy Land and was blessed 
in the Aedicule (shrine) of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 
Jerusalem. 

We had visited that church late afternoon on the first day of our pilgrimage, and most of us found it a 
disappointing experience. There was a huge queue of people trying to get into the Aedicule, built over the 
traditional site of the empty tomb, the place of Resurrection; and another long queue of pilgrims waiting to 
climb the steep steps to the Chapel of Calvary, the traditional site of the crucifixion of Jesus. We were out 
of time though and had to leave before getting any further. 

But early on Sunday, some of us got up at dawn and made our way through the winding streets of the Old 
City to arrive again at the Holy Sepulchre. Quiet this time, except for the chanting of the Coptic clergy, we 
were able to ascend the hill of calvary, to kneel and pray before the shrine, and to touch the rock of 
Golgotha, still bearing the split from an ancient earthquake. We then moved to join the slowly moving 
queue at the aedicule, the site of the tomb and of the resurrection of Jesus. It is small and you stoop to 
enter. I prayed for you all in that place. 

I had been once before as a parish priest. I’d gone early that morning too and was thrilled if rather 
overawed to get the chance to enter that ‘holy of holies’ for the very first time. That time I remember 
clearly hearing words from Mark’s gospel: “He is not here. He is Risen!” 

Whether in the Holy Land, or here in Worcestershire or in Dudley, Jesus Christ, our crucified, risen and 
ascended Lord is with us still. 

May the joy of our Risen Lord be with you and those you love, this Easter and for ever more. 

Martin Gorick  Bishop of Dudley 
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Desiderata 
Many of you will be familiar with this piece of work which has been around for nearly a hundred years.  It 
was certainly the go-to lifestyle advice for those of us of a certain age and it was an almost compulsory 
poster for any aspiring hippies in the late 60s and early 70s.  You know who you are -  Peace and Love 
 
 

 
Terry Green  
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CUTNALL GREEN AND DISTRICT MEMORIAL HALL 
 

 
CCoorroonnaattiioonn  DDaayy  PPaarrttyy  

To be held in the grounds of the Memorial Hall 
On Saturday 6th May 2023 from 3.00 pm onwards 

Bouncy castle  
Bring a picnic to share 

 
Evening entertainment  

Barbecue from  6.00 pm 
Entertainment by The Fireballs from 6.30 pm 

 
Entrance and Barbeque free of charge 

Mobile bar available 
 

Everyone welcome      
       

For information contact rounddj@gmail.com 
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ELMBRIDGE 
NEWS 
 

 

 
 

EEAASSTTEERR  IISS  CCOOMMIINNGG  AANNDD  YYOOUU  NNEEEEDD  TTOO  KKNNOOWW  WWHHAATT  WWEE  AARREE  
DDOOIINNGG  

 

THURSDAY 6TH APRIL.   Maundy service at 7.30 pm. 
 
SATURDAY 8TH APRIL.   We need everywhere looking at it’s best for this special time. 
Please come and help decorate the church or join our churchyard working party. We start at 
9.30am. 

 
SUNDAY 9TH APRIL. We are celebrating Easter Sunday with a Family Service at 10.30am 
and we are delighted that the Revd.Julie Humphries will be leading us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENEFICE SERVICE SUNDAY 30TH APRIL 
We look forward to welcoming you to our 10.00 Service on Sunday 30th April and to having time to 
socialise after the service with coffee/tea and biscuits. 
  

ttiicckkeettss  

££2200  
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A 
ROYAL INVITATION 

We can’t invite you to the Coronation on May 6th 
BUT 

we can invite you to a 

CCOORROONNAATTIIOONN  LLUUNNCCHH 
On Sunday May 7th at 12.00 noon 

 
In Elmbridge Village Hall 

 
A welcoming glass of bubbly will be provided on arrival and there will  
be complimentary soft drinks. Please bring your own wine and glasses.  

 

LLeett’’ss  cceelleebbrraattee  oouurr  nneeww  mmoonnaarrcchh’’ss  ccrroowwnniinngg!!  
 

       NNoottee: Numbers will be limited so please ring JJaanneett  MMiilllleerr on 01299851589 

to reserve your place. 
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ELMLEY LOVETT 
NEWS 
 

 

 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

This year Elmley Lovett had the privilege to host the 2023 World Day of Prayer service. Each year the 
service is written by the Christian women of a different country. This year it was the turn of Taiwan. Letters 
of encouragement for women who face suffering and injustice were read out, with stories of faith focusing 
on issues that are shared by women and girls around the world. 
The service was prepared with great thought. Julia Goss kindly welcomed us to her home to plan and 
prepare this service. Dee and Neil made a Taiwan map puzzle for us to complete during the service. The 
flowers and exotic decorations added to the celebration. Dee and James led the service and Nick tried his 
best to make us sing in tune. 
Thank you to all who helped, read, brought cakes and joined us on the day. Judy had tea and coffee 
waiting for us after the service and I mustn’t forget Neil lending us his technical expertise to make the 
microphone work! 
We wish Margaret Harper a speedy recovery and hope her knee allows her to be able to come to church 
soon. 
As a part of service we read out this beautiful piece;  
“In everyday life we are often frustrated by difficulties, 
obstacles and challenging situations. Many people are 
bowed down under heavy emotional loads and are weary 
of life’s struggles. At times, we may even lose our hope 
and our faith, relying on our weak human nature. 
However, we are called to keep our hope and faith in 
God’s kingdom and promises. 
Today, as Christians in many parts of the world continue 
to face adverse circumstances, suffering from hardship 
and persecution, they still need to be surrounded in 
prayer and encouraged to hold steadfast to their faith just 
like Paul encouraged the Ephesians. As sisters in Christ 
wherever in the world we live, we need to keep each 
other in prayer and be encouraged to keep on whatever 
our personal circumstances. So, be encouraged, keep on 
even if progress is slow. Keep each other in prayer and, 
through prayer, demonstrate our love of God. Have 
conversations. Encounter God-appointed moments. 
It is so important to have encouragers in our lives, people who are there for us when the going is tough. 
This is even more noteworthy when the Lord brings other Christians into our lives; people who strengthen 
us in our journeys of faith. Strategic, person-centred Gospel ministry – everyone has a part to play and 
everyone must play their part. 
Even in the face of adversity we need to remain focussed and faithful and align our will to the will of God. 
For Christians, opposition and difficulty are never far away. Spiritual advancement will always face 

Before 

Now 
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opposition but if we, like Paul, encourage each other, the people of God, we in turn will also be 
encouraged. 
In the eyes of God we are not pieces of confetti that go with the wind without specific direction: we are 
irreplaceable pieces of a puzzles. Just as puzzle pieces were used to complete the map of Taiwan so, 
despite our different social backgrounds, regional contexts and diverse cultures, we uphold each other in 
prayer. For those who are persecuted for their Christian faith, we pray that they remain strong and faithful. 
May all of us live out and share our Christian love and faith in our daily lives.” 
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Upcoming services 

April 5th – Wednesday of Holy Week – Compline (Night Prayer) at 7.30pm  
 

It begins “The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end” 
The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning ‘completion’ 
(completorium). It is above all a service of quietness and reflection before rest at the end of the 
day. 
It is one of our favourite services at Elmley.  

 
 
April 9th – Easter Day Holy Communion at 9am 
 
April 23rd  – Holy Communion at 9am 
 
 
Do come along and support your church. You will be made most welcome.  
 
 
 
We are praying for a speedy recovery for Julia Goss who is currently in hospital. Julia is a 
mainstay of our PCC and we hope she can be home soon. 

 
 
 

Richard Cartwright 
 
 
 

 
 

Articles for Elmley News 
Please do not hesitate to send in any items you wish to appear in this section. Historical, topical, artistic, 
seasonal – poetry, photographs, essays, news, all of which may be anonymous if you so wish. Please just 
email the editor on 4SquareEditor@btconnect.com  .  
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mainstay of our PCC and we hope she can be home soon. 

 
 
 

Richard Cartwright 
 
 
 

 
 

Articles for Elmley News 
Please do not hesitate to send in any items you wish to appear in this section. Historical, topical, artistic, 
seasonal – poetry, photographs, essays, news, all of which may be anonymous if you so wish. Please just 
email the editor on 4SquareEditor@btconnect.com  .  

~ 17 ~ 

 
 

HAMPTON LOVETT 
NEWS 
 

 

 
You are cordially invited to a  

 
Coronation Tea Party  

 
To be held at Hampton Lovett Parish Rooms  

 
From 2pm-4pm on Sunday 7th May 2023 

 
Tea & coffee and a selection of sandwiches and cakes will be provided but 

donations of something savoury to share would be much appreciated. 
 

Please RSVP to;- 
 

Rachel Wyatt on 01905 779091 rachel@moatcottage1.plus.com  
or 

June Heaven on 01299 851 452 
Early booking recommended   
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Rogation Sunday 14th May 
 

 
 
 
 
"Rogation" is connected to the Latin word for "asking," and refers to a traditional time of praying for 

agriculture. Rogation Days are the three days preceding Ascension Day, especially 
devoted to asking for God's blessing on agriculture at a time for planting and for all 
those working on the land and also those involved in industry.  
 
 

 
This year by kind invitation of Bill Laight and Ruth Yardley, there will be a Rogation Service at 10.30am 
on Sunday 14th May at their home:- 

Stockend Farm                                
Hampton Lovett 

DROITWICH 
WR9 0PD 

 
During the service, there will be opportunities to visit various points on the farm to appreciate the views of 
the surrounding countryside, parishes, agricultural land and other features of the landscape.  
 
Following the service refreshments will be served, which will include Ruth’s 
legendry cakes no doubt! 
  
Everyone is warmly invited. There will be plenty of car parking available at the 
farm at the top of the drive. Do come and join us. 
 
 
 
 
 
A Big Thank You 
Pete and Jennie Lawrenson would like to thank everyone for their contributions of domestic items for the 
new flat of their Ukrainian guests, Lesia and Maria, who are now moving to Droitwich after 8 months living 
with the Lawrenson’s in Hampton Lovett. People have been so kind in rallying round with much needed 
furnishings for Lesia and Maria’s future home, and providing transport for the move.  
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Barbara Thompson 
 

Many of us were very saddened to hear of 
the death of Barbara on Valentine’s Day, 
only 5 days after her 95th birthday and 3 
years after losing her husband Jack. They 
used to live in Meadow Cottage in The 
Forest before she and Jack moved down to 
Buddleigh Salterton to be near their 
daughter and her family.  
Barbara led a very happy and fulfilling life. 
As a child she lived near the Hawthorn’s 
Football Stadium and from an early age 
showed an interest in all kinds of sport. At 
the age of 16 she left West Bromwich 
Grammar school and went to work for 
Accles and Pollock where she met Jack 
who was working on a special Archery bow. 
Barbara soon proved to have a good eye for 
the sport and in 1949 she went to Paris to 
compete for Great Britain where she 
became the Ladies World champion under 
her maiden name Waterhouse. 
Jack and Barbara were married in 1952. 
Daughter Kate was born in 1957 and Robert 
followed in 1963. When Robert attended 
school Barbara became the school 
secretary. She took a great interest in her 
job and knew all the pupils by name. She 

always had a wonderful memory.  
Barbara was always very competitive whether it was playing sport, card games or scrabble. She became 
treasurer at the bowling club in Buddleigh Salterton where they were avid players and here her delicious 
shepherd pies served at lunch time were soon very popular with visiting players. 
Barbara coped well mentally living on her own after Jack died but latterly she became physically very frail 
so decided to go into the “Firs Care Home” where she was very well looked after and happy and mentally 
alert  right up to her death.   
We send our condolences to the family, especially to Kate, Robert and granddaughter Fran who will all 
miss her greatly. 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer 
Elmley Lovett kindly hosted this special service for us on Friday 3rd March. It was prepared by the Women 
of Taiwan. Our service was organised by Julia Goss and led by Dee Cutler, Stephen and James and 
many others in the 7 parishes took part. A welcome cuppa and cakes were served after the service.  
Next year Hampton Lovett shall be hosting the service which will be prepared by the women of Palestine. 
We hope many of you will come next year to support this day.  
 
 
People in our thoughts 
We still continue to pray for Joan Farmer and Alison Ricketts who are still both in hospital and also all 
those who have lost loved ones recently. Many of us will have been thinking of our mothers too on 
Mothering Sunday.  
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And now a story for all you golfers out there….. 
 
A young avid golfer had a few hours to spare one afternoon so he figured if he played very fast he get 9 
holes in before he had to head for home.  
Just as he was about to tee off and elderly gentleman shuffled on to the tee and asked if he could 
accompany the younger man as he was playing alone. Not being able to say no, he allowed the old man 
to join him. 
To his surprise he played fairly quickly. He didn’t hit the ball far but plodded 
along consistently and didn’t waste any time.  
Finally they reached the 9th fairway and the young man found himself facing a 
tough shot as there was a large pine tree directly between the ball and the 
green. After deliberating for several minutes on how to hit the ball the old man 
said “You know when I was your age I’d hit that ball right over the tree.” With 
that challenge placed in front of him the youngster swung hard and hit the ball 
up, right smack into the top of the tree and it thudded back down on the ground 
not a foot from where it originally lay.  
The old man offered one last comment. 
“Of course, when I was your age that pine tree was only 3 feet tall!” 
 
 
This Month’s Ponderings 
 
Who knew that the hardest part of being an adult is figuring out what to cook for dinner every single night 
for the rest of your life? 
 
Never trust an electrician with no eyebrows! 
 
A husband asked his wife to bring him a screwdriver. “Flat head, Phillips or Vodka?” she asked. 
 
I hate it when people act all intellectual and talk about Mozart when I bet they don’t know any of his 
paintings…. 
 
Why have we never found a cave painting of a salad? 
 
So much to do….no desire to do it. 
 
If supermarkets are lowering their prices every day, how come nothing is free? 
 
 
And lastly  
 
I don’t do much ironing these days but my birthday suit could do with a little press! 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Vertigen  
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RUSHOCK 
NEWS 
 

 
 
 

 
Rushock Coronation Afternoon Tea 

Street Party 
Sunday 7th May 2023 

3pm onwards 
Rushock Village Hall 

 
Come along and celebrate the Coronation of His Majesty The King and Her Majesty 

The Queen Consort 
Glass of fizz, scones, cream and jam provided. 

Bring your own sandwiches, cakes and drinks as well as tableware! 
 

Design and make a crown fit for a King or Queen to be modelled on the day. 
Prizes for the best creations 
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Chaddesley Corbett Local History Society 
 

Wednesday April 19th 7.30pm   
 
 

A Land Army Life: Women’s Land 
Army during WW2 

By Robin Hill 

 
Planting fruit trees  

 
Robin Hill, the former Worcestershire County Museums Officer, will be presenting his talk “A Land Army 
Life: memories of service in the Women’s Land Army during WW2” conveying the thoughts and 
experiences of ladies (many younger than 17) that volunteered to help with the war effort, left their homes 
and travelled, sometimes to quite different parts of the country, to live and work on a farm. The origin of 
the Women’s Land Army can be traced back to WW1 when women were first drafted in to replace men 
called up to fight as labour on farms. Were they paid? What skills were they expected to already have? 
What was the training? What did they wear and where did they live? What happened after the war and 
when was the Land Army ‘de-mobbed’? 

 
Watch on Zoom 

Members unable to attend the meeting in person can watch as it will be broadcast via 
Zoom. Details for joining the meeting using Zoom will be emailed to members who 
request this and for whom we have an email address a day or two before the meeting.  

 
Talks held in Chaddesley Corbett Village Hall, DY10 4QA 
Enquiries to Freda Griffith – 07747618487 Email – fred@fredagriffith.co.uk 

Visitors are always welcome@£5 paid on the door.  
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"Such a magical place!"

Come & Enjoy Children's Trails Each School Holiday
Last hot food orders and entry to the garden 4pm (Summer) + 3pm (Winter)

PRICES MAY VARY FOR SPECIAL EVENTS.

Open 7 days a week.
Gardens:
Summer 9am - 5pm
Winter 9am - 4pm
Tearoom:
Summer 10am - 5pm
Winter 10am - 4pm

Adults £5.95
Children £2.95
Under 2s Free

Whitlenge.co.uk
Tel: 01299 250720

Tearoom: 01299 250669

“Beautiful gardens and a great day out”
Explore three acres of inspiring gardens, walk our turf labyrinth, see our
water walls and magnificent moon gate, showcased on T.V by Alan
Titchmarsh. Bring your little ones and dress up as gnomes and fairies,

then look for enchanting fairy gardens and fairy doors galore, or for special
events follow themed trails.

Home of

We enjoy projects of all sizes from window boxes to family estates.
For visual inspiration visit our show gardens at Whitlenge,

and watch our “before and after” screen presentation in our tearoom.

www.creativelandscapes.co.uk

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying
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Misted up double glazed 
units replaced.

All glass repairs.
Locks, hinge & handles repaired 

or replaced.

Call for free quote 07856 850859

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

CHARLIE LANDALE
HORTICULTURIST Dip.Hort.
Skilled Pruning
Trees & Shrubs

Topiary

Design Advice

Training Climbing
Plants & Ornamentals

Creative Planting

Soft Landscaping
Pruning Specialist

01299 851125 or 07980 512347

Facilities for 80 people with Fully Equipped Kitchen
Quiet Rural Location, Good Facilities for Disabled with
Free use of Dishwasher, Crockery and Outside Patio Area.

A Modern Village Hall available for hire

Contact Booking Secretary
Gay Carr on 01299 851646

Elmbridge Village Hall
(3 miles north of Droitwich Spa)

Bannuttree Farm Shop
A Family run shop located in Cutnall Green

Also trading from 

Laurence Gough Greengrocers, Stourport

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Enquiries: 
 Patty - 07887 397 757 
Richard - 07815 978511

Tel: 01299 828670                                   

Mob: 07807 837040                                 

Email: donovan.taylor@sky.com                  

Rose Cottage                                       

Dunley                                                   

Stourport-on-Severn                                

DY13 0UA                                      


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MARK WILLIAMS & LAUREN HIRST 

Local Qualified Lawyers of 40+ years experience 

“A lifetime’s attention to the most complex legal 
matters as a Police Superintendent, now lawyer, means 
you can definitely trust Mark & Lauren for your Will, 
Power of Attorney or Probate” 

Instructions taken in your own home, via internet or phone. 

T: 01299 251442  M: 07477 612914 
E: info@ambalegalservices.co.uk  W: ambalegalservices.co.uk 

 o Same price day or 
night and weekends 
 

o 1 to 8 person capability 
 

o Courtesy telephone call 
the evening prior to 
departure 
 

o We travel to all UK 
airports and seaports 
 

o Other long distance 
journeys by request 

 
 

www.all-inc-cars.co.uk 

● Construction design, drawings & calculations 
● New build, extensions or conversions 
● Structural inspection and assessment reports
● Domestic & commercial
● Specialist in traditional and listed buildings
● Cover Worcestershire & surrounding counties

W: www.smartdale.co.uk
E: hello@smartdale.co.uk
T: 07771 366 102
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Timber • Bricks & Blocks • Insulation
Heating • Plumbing • Landscaping

Ten Acres, Berry Hill Industrial Estate, Droitwich  WR9 9AB

www.countydroitwich.co.uk

Tel: 01905 799498   Fax: 01905 778968
Email: sales@countydroitwich.co.uk

GARDEN MACHINERY HEATING & PLUMBINGKITCHEN & BATHROOM



Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying
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CUTNALL GREEN AND  DISTRICT MEMORIAL HALL
 
A modern hall with formal seating for up to 100 and 
audience seating for up to 200. It is suitable for parties, 
weddings and training. It has a fully equipped kitchen 
and separate meeting room. An adaptable stage is 
available and there is Wifi access.
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For Hire

For further information contact our bookings secretary  
Jane Bache on 07914 361255  janebache@btintemet.com

St Andrews
Carpet Co.
Family Business est. 1965

• Carpet and Vinyl Specialists
• Karndean and Natural Flooring
• Domestic and Commercial
• Friendly, Personal Service
• Free Estimates

Tel: 01905 772845

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

Have a look at our website to see what we can do for you 
www.taylorandcoarchitects.co.uk

[t] 01905 621600  l  [m] 07831 146 738  l  [e] design@taylorandcoarchitects.co.uk

S.P.A. Heating & 
Plumbing Services 

Gas Safe Registered Engineer 

Contact Steve 
Mobile - 07584 122720 
Office - 01905 794895 

s.p.a.heating@mail.com 
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Phone: +44 (0) 1527 861 200
Email: info@manorhillhouse.co.uk

Website: manorhillhouse.co.uk

Manor Hill House Ltd, Swan Lane, Upton Warren
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B61 9HE

Exclusively yours
WEDDING AND EVENTS VENUE

Does the thought of losing everything you 
have worked hard for, worry you?

Worry not! Call John Owens (LLB) today…then relax
John will advise you on the best ways to protect everything and everyone 
that matters to you. As an advisor for Age UK Worcester & District and  
Malvern, you can be assured that he is an expert that can be trusted.

• Will writing – John can tailor your wills to accommodate even the most 
complicated family set up

• Trusts – John can protect your assets from many threats 
• Lasting Powers of Attorney – to make sure everything is in place, should 

you be unable to manage your affairs
• Funeral Plans – Independent supplier of a number of the leading funeral 

plans in the country
• Worried about care costs? – John can set your mind at ease.

01905 695450
www.owensestateplanning.co.uk

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Garden Clearing & Maintenance 

Gutter Clearing & Landlord Services

or email daniellaight@icloud.com 
07921 853177
Give me a call today on

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Cooksey Green Lane, Upton Warren

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying
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Telephone: 01886 888493
Email: masseyjeremar@aol.com

Lighting including LED, outside and inside
Security Lighting
CCTV

Jeremy Massey
Electrics

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial
All Work Insured and Guaranteed
Re-wires and new installations
Additional Sockets, outside and inside
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G.J.PUGH
Carpentry & General Maintenance

Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior
Local & Reliable

Graham - 07967 883121
Ash - 07809 730085

01905 621147

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Garden Clearing & Maintenance 

Gutter Clearing & Landlord Services

or email daniellaight@icloud.com 
07921 853177
Give me a call today on

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Cooksey Green Lane, Upton Warren
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CHIMNEY
SWEEP

Andy Johnson
 Certificates Issued

Evening / Weekend Sweeps
Stove Maintenance

www.andysweeps.com

07798 790913

01886 821933

Day

Evening

• MEMORIALS •
Additional Inscriptions

and Renovations
All work is to
the highest

standard and 
carried out at 
our workshop

Showroom and Workshop
338 ALCESTER ROAD

BROMSGROVE B60 1BH
TEL: (01527) 876200

 

DOORBARS 
Chartered Surveyors 

 
LAND AGENTS-VALUERS 
CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

Offering a Professional & Personal Service to 
Rural & Urban Communities 

 
Farm and Land Sales 

Farm and Residential Property Management 
Valuations include Probate, Insurance, Capital Gains 

Homebuyers Survey & Valuation Reports 
Rural Planning 

Stewardship & Basic Payment Scheme Claims 
Experienced Development Land Team 

 
Richard Pugh FRICS FAAV & Paul Bowness MRICS FAAV 

 Office:01905 27288 
32 Sansome Walk, Worcester WR1 1NA 

info@doorbars.co.uk 
www.Doorbars.co.uk 
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Smart Kitchen Fitters LTD 
The complete fitting service Fully project managed  

Services available   

Bricklaying ,Plastering ,Plumbing, 

Electrics, Kitchen fitting/carpentry 

Decoration ,tiling and flooring 

 

Email �pa�l��itchen��ers�co��� 

WWW� smart�itchen��ers�co��� 

Over thirty years experience 

Free ��ota�on service 

07771 691118 

Barnhall Farm ,Main  Road , Ombersley , Worcs WR9 0EY 
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TV Reception Specialist
TV Aerials Radio Aerials

Freesat & Sky

TV Aerials & Satellite Dishes Supplied, installed

and Repaired, Poor TV Reception Solved. TV

Brackets supplied and fitted.

Jeremy Billingham

Aerials Ltd

www.jeremybillingham.com

07521 046629
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Devon Finney Tree Surgeon
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Would you like to lose that stubborn body fat & 
keep it off?

Elliot is here to help!

With personalised exercise programmes & 
nutritional guidance, my clients have been able to 

accomplish their fitness goals & maintain their 
results.

What do you get with 1-2-1 Coaching?
• Free 45-minute consultation
• Progressive personalised exercise 

programmes
• Nutrition coaching, food tracking and habit 

building.
• Monthly review sessions to track progress 

What is stopping you from achieving your fitness 
goals? 

For further information contact Elliot

07932 528 608
erccoaching1@gmail.com

Based at Unity Fitness in Rushock
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DROITWICH SELF STORE
Tel: 01299 851493   Email: DSS@beechelm.com

Berry Hill Industrial Estate, Droitwich

WWW.DROITWICHSELFSTORE.CO.UK

FREE UP VALUABLE SPACE AT BUSINESS OR 

HOME

STEEL PALISADE FENCED COMPOUND

LOW COST   -   NO VAT

24 HR ACCESS   -   CHOOSE FROM 3 SIZES

MINIMUM STORAGE PERIOD 13 WEEKS

Why choose an Independent
Family Funeral Director?

Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors

A family concern
www.thomasbrothers.co.uk

01527 547777 0121 445 3422

Your locally owned funeral director is part of the community

The only family owned funeral home in Redditch.
Now with a branch in Alvechurch.

We provide a friendly, dignified service paying
special attention to detail.

Pre-payment plans • Woodland burial • Daimler fleet
All areas - 24 hour Service

Birchfield House
494 Evesham Road, Redditch

Worcestershire  B97 5JF

12A Red Lion St,
Alvechurch,

Birmingham  B48 7LF

Bowbrook Gardens
Your local landscaping service

� patios & garden walls 
� ponds & water features 
� pond & patio cleaning
� fencing & hedgecutting 
� turfing services 
� local & friendly 

07792 613020 
www.bowbrookgardens.co.uk 

Wollaston
PAT 

Testing 
Self employed? Run a business? Do you 
deal with the public? Are you a landlord? 
Then you MUST ensure that ALL 
electric appliances, leads etc are 
PAT tested and certified .... 

IT COULD AFFECT YOUR 
INSURANCE COVER 

I specialise in offering a complete PAT testing
service to small and medium sized businesses 
and individuals. I provide a reliable and 
punctual service at competitive rates. 

For a totally free, no obligation quote 
or for further information, please 
contact Paul on; 
07982 688077 / 01384 820270 

wptest@virginmedia.com

www.wpattesting.co.uk

HAPPY PLACE,RESTORED
If you love your lawn, you’ll love GreenThumb. 
Our year-round treatments will give your grass 
the TLC it deserves, so you get a lawn you can 
feel good about.

Discover more at greenthumb.co.uk
Worcester branch 01905 840740 
worcester@greenthumb.co.uk
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Whatever you want to store...
...for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or even 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible service 
near Hartlebury.   

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access,
contact us now! 

0011229999  557788119988  
wwwwww..bbaarrnn--ssttoorree..ccoo..uukk
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GLEN ACRES KENNELS 
& CATTERY 

Mrs L.L.Parsons 
Glen Cottage, Clattercut Lane, Chaddesley Corbett 

Worcestershire DY10 4QU 
 

T - 01562 777582 
E - glenacreskennels@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 Open All Year Round 
 Fully Licenced & Insured 
 Current Vaccination Essential 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dog Boarding 
Cat Boarding 

Grooming Services 
Dog Day Care 

Ring Charlotte or Staff for details 

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

We specialise in deep cleaning:

Tel: 01905 700500
Mob: 07974 807118

www.ovenmagic.me

A friendly, reliable and professional team
GRASS CUTTING, MOWING & PADDOCK MAINTENANCE
COUNTRY PROPERTIES     COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS

CALL DANIEL LOVATT ON
01905 621858 OR 07802 717057

Our services include
Regular / One Off Mowing, Flail Mowing, Paddock Topping,

Chain Harrowing, Rolling, Lawn & Sports Field Aerating
Paddock Hedge Cutting, Wild Flower Meadows

	

Rushock	Trading	Estate,	Droitwich	WR9	0NR	
Contact	us	on	01299	333	131	

Full restoration to concours standard 

SMART repair 

Accident damage 

Vehicle collection 

Insurance work undertaken 

Free estimates 

ACCIDENT- REPAIR –RESTORATION 

Part of the Fisher Group of companies 
www.fisherautogroup.co.uk 

	

FREDEN DECOR 
For All Your Interior / Exterior 

Painting & Decorating 
Requirements 

Phone FRED 
For Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 572371  /  07904 441412

Available for hire
Facilities for 120 people with
fully equipped Kitchen, Stage
and Entertainment Facilities

Booking Contacts
Sue Crow

01905 772850
07889 826370
Maureen Alton
01905 772819

Space
for Sale
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