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EDITOR’S NOTES 
 
Welcome to our Summer edition. 

Please don’t forget there are both July and August service schedules on the back pages.. 

I wish you a joyful and beautiful summer and I will see you back in September. 

 

Marzena Cartwright 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donations 2023 
If you haven’t already done so, please consider making a donation.  

 
 

Please help to support our magazine by donating towards the cost of the 
printing which has risen significantly over the last year. 
If you can donate £12 or more for the 10 issues it will help us enormously. 
You can pay online using the following details; 

Our Bank - Natwest 
Sort Code - 52-30-40 Account No - 25462288 
Account Name - Four Square Magazine.  
Reference - Please use your name as the reference. 
 

 
If you can also email 4SquareTreasurer@btconnect.com with your name and post code it would 
be much appreciated. 
Alternatively you can give your donation to your magazine distributor, or you can pay a cheque or 
cash in at the post office using the bank details above. 

Richard Cartwright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE AND WANTED  

 
1. Free. Child’s Cot. Mattress plus bedding if required. Elmley Lovett 

07875 312950 
 
 
 
Please send all of your personal For Sale and Wanted adverts to the Editor for inclusion in the next issue.  
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THOUGHTS FROM THE RECTOR 
Ever since I was a boy I have been fascinated by the story of The 
Sorcerer’s Apprentice. At first I heard it as a wonderful piece of 
music by the French composer, Paul Dukas and listened to my 
father tell how a young apprentice took advantage of his master’s 
absence to try out his skills by animating a mop and getting it to 
clean the workshop. All seemed to be going well until he realised 
that while he knew how to animate the mop he did not know how 
to get it to stop! Soon the workshop was flooded and the unhappy 
apprentice took an axe to chop the mop into many pieces. You 
can hear the chopping sound in the music and then the quiet that 
follows. But the peace does not last. All the pieces become mops 
themselves and the soon there are dozens of mops pouring water 
onto the floor that is now dangerously flooded. Catastrophe is 

only averted by the return of the master who restores order with a word. The music and the story ends 
with the master taking the mop to send the apprentice rolling across the floor. I loved the story and rather 
identified myself with the apprentice, delighting in his early success and then feeling the horror of things 
getting out of control before the relief of the return of the sorcerer. I rather felt that the blow with the mop at 
the end was entirely justified.  
 
A few years later the Walt Disney film, Fantasia, came to our local cinema and Dad took us to see it. I 
enjoyed the whole film as the Disney animators brought a number of pieces of music to life telling stories 
that delighted and occasionally frightened me. The highlight was the telling of the story of The Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice in which the part of the apprentice was "played" by Mickey Mouse. Now I had Disney's pictures, 
as well as Dukas’s music in my head. I can still see dozens of mops marching, buckets in hand, and 
pouring water over the floor. But it is only recently that I have become aware that the great German poet, 
novelist, playwright and philosopher, Johann Goethe, wrote a long poem that told the story some years 
before Dukas wrote the music and Disney retold the story. You get the sense in reading the poem that 
Goethe was drawing upon an older story, something that he also did in his telling of the Faust legend.  
 
Goethe lived at a time when scientific development and the industrial revolution were transforming Europe 
and then the whole world. His anxiety was that although we might be developing many skills that in terms 
of the wisdom to know how to use them we were no mature than the hapless apprentice. I suspect that if 
he were alive today he would note that the processes that were being developed in his day were gathering 
pace just like the dozens of mops in his poem but that we have not got very far in terms of wisdom and 
maturity. As a culture we seem to be dancing around like the young apprentice shouting, "Look what I can 
do!" as the world around us is covered with the consequences of our clever immaturity.  
 
Not so long ago I listened to two thoughtful commentators discussing recent developments in Artificial 
intelligence in a podcast. One I know to be a professing Christian. They argued that the genie is effectively 
out of the bottle and that we are not going to get it back again. I rather think that they are right. If that is the 
case then we need to rebalance what we understand to be education and, as well as the teaching of skills, 
we need to teach wisdom and values. I know that the religious tradition that I represent has often behaved 
fearfully and repressively in the light of new discoveries and developments and I regret this but I still think 
that it has much to say and teach as a deep foundation for wisdom and maturity and our world desperately 
needs this in the face of a global catastrophe. 
  

Revd Stephen Winter 
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FINDING OUR TRUE SELVES 

 
I am looking at the photograph of a middle-aged white man. He is dressed casually, with white T-shirt, 
maybe a denim shirt and jacket, he is smiling but with a closed mouth. He looks like a real character, with 
a sense of humour. The photograph is on the front cover of a book, The Seven Storey Mountain and the 
author was Thomas Merton (1915-1968) the American Trappist monk, writer and peace and civil-rights 
activist. 
 
The Seven Storey Mountain was published in 1948 and is an extraordinary book which was widely 
acclaimed at the time. In it Merton shows himself to be a gifted writer as he recounts his extraordinary 
childhood and life as a young adult. During this time, he lived in France, the USA and England. His mother 
died when he was six, and his Father when he was in his teens. You are with him in all the mistakes and 
scrapes that any young person can get into. It is full of humanity. Then the emphasis grows on his spiritual 
pilgrimage, first to the Christian faith as he becomes a committed Catholic, and then as he discerns a call 
to be a Trappist monk and enters a monastery in 1941. It influenced a great number of people in their own 
spiritual journey. 
 
I read a short, but fascinating book, The Way of Thomas Merton, by the American writer and scholar 
Robert Inchausti. One of the chapters is about the topic of this article, finding our true selves. Merton had 
interesting views about this that can provoke thought for all of us, regardless of whether or not we believe 
in a religious faith. Merton wrote, 'For me, to be a saint means to be myself.' 
 
We are approaching very deep waters here, in terms of thought and theology. So, I am going to keep this 
as simple as I can to leave something to reflect upon rather than attempting to explain everything, for I do 
not understand it all myself. 
 
Many years ago, I went to live and work as a church worker In Tanzania, East Africa, and needed to learn 
Kiswahili. I was sent to a language school and in our first lesson I, and many of us, were surprised. We 
went into the classroom expecting to see some books or something written on the blackboard. Instead, we 
just had our Tanzanian teacher sitting at the front, and he spoke to us in Swahili. We had to listen, and we 
had to mimic. If we were to learn the language that is what we had to do. Mimic words, phrases and styles 
of language in our new location. 
 
Mimicry is part of learning and life. At a deeper level we can mimic characteristics, qualities, and gifts that 
we see in others and want them in our own lives. This is good. But there is a danger. The things that we 
mimic, maybe that we envy in others, become too much part of our identity. To impress others, to live out 
a role in our work or family life, we play a part rather than find our true selves. 
 
It is good to learn from others, so we will indeed imitate someone's example. The problem is when we try 
to become someone else, to take on their identity as it were. Likewise, we all know that within us our 
human nature prompts us both in good and bad directions. We need to be the best person that we can be, 
so we will need to try and follow the things that inspire good within us. 
 
Thomas Merton as a monk used contemplation and prayer as he tried to focus on God. In doing this he 
attempted to find his true self, pondering upon the presence of the God of love and mercy working within 
him. The interesting thing is that as he entered the monastery, Thomas Merton the writer entered as well. 
His true identity seemed to include the work as a writer, and he continued to write all his life. Others will 
seek to fine their true selves in other ways. 
 
'For me, to be a saint means to be myself'. We are all different and need to find our true selves, taking 
inspiration from others. It is sad if we lose our way in this. Something for us all to ponder including myself, 
a retired vicar. Be yourself! 
 

Stephen Owens 
Stephen Owens is a retired priest living in Hartlebury and a member of St James’ congregation   
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SPRING / SUMMER UPDATE - Verges, 
Wizards, Doorsteps and Meandering Moles 
Spring has definitely arrived now with long sunny 
days even if it does go a bit cooler at night.  On 
the downside we have not had any rain since just 
after the Coronation and it’s starting to get very 
dry now which will affect crops, gardens and 
wildlife. When the Swallows first arrived there was 
plenty of mud available for nest building but 
muddy puddles are a bit hard to find at the 
moment. Garden birds have been breeding well; a 
nestbox full of Bluetits and the first batch of 
Swallows from the alley at the side of our house 
have fledged. We are also regularly visited by a 
squadron of speckled adult and brown juvenile 
Starlings which can empty a bird table in a matter 
of minutes. A female Blackbird, with a distinctive bald patch on the back of her head, pursues us for a 
supply of dried mealworms every time we go out into the garden and follows our neighbour when he is 
gardening in the hope of finding worms. The bird table also indirectly feeds the local Sparrowhawks as can 
be seen from the cluster of feathers found on the lawn from time to time. 
Goldfinches are pairing up now and young House Sparrows can be seen pestering their parents for food 
with their crouching and rapid wing flapping. I was pleased to see a House Sparrow emerging from my 
birthday sparrow terrace nest box which was only put up in March and we have a lot of youngsters to join 
our local flock. 
I haven’t seen any evidence of mammals in the garden apart from the occasional mouse on the bird 
feeders and a marauding Grey Squirrel. There have no signs of Hedgehogs locally although there have 
been reports elsewhere which suggest that breeding started earlier this year. 
Tadpole development seems a bit slow although it may speed up as the temperature increases. Numbers 
have fallen a bit but they are prone to predation and Blackbirds may pick off some. 
There are lots of bees about at the moment which, in my garden are currently feasting on Rowan blossom, 

Chives, Catmint, Welsh Poppies, Calendula and any flowering wild plants. 
There have been reports on Twitter about a lack of insects in some areas but 
there seem to be plenty about around here. Butterflies have also been 
putting in an appearance and research has shown that gardens can be very 
good for them. A cluster of Garden Spider eggs appeared on a Star Jasmine 
leaf. It was fascinating to follow their development until they hatched. Initially 
the spiderlings stayed together but eventually dispersed and will probably be 
found indoors in due course! 

Road verges 
On the subject of insects, roadside verge plants provide an excellent habitat for insects to feed and breed 
particularly in Spring and early summer. We have often asked Worcestershire County Council, who claim 
to be a pollinator-friendly county, to cut our verges later in the year but to no effect until now. This year 
some residents took direct action by persuading the tractor driver to leave the verges alone and e-mailing 
the WCC Cabinet Member for Highways, Mike Rouse. A standard reply was sent out and I responded, 
initially querying some of the statements in the reply and explaining what we were asking for to see if there 
was anything that could be done. Possibly the pictures I sent of wildflowers in the verges helped to 
convince Mike that we had a case and he agreed to get officers to look into our request. I had a 
constructive meeting with our local Highways engineer and Marcus Hart, our County Councillor, on 17th 
May and we are looking at ways that we can routinely have a later cut in June. There would appear to be 
some hurdles to overcome to achieve this but the Parish Council will stand up for the pollinators and will 
do its best to persuade WCC to do their bit. Hopefully we can avoid having to stage a sit-in on the verges 
or gluing ourselves to tractors to achieve our aims!  
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Merlin – a Wizard App 
I have recently become aware of a new free app which may have been named after 
the wizard or the bird of prey. It has been devised by Cornell University and can be 
set up to identify British birds by either their appearance or their song. I have only 
used it to identify bird song so far and have found it very effective. In a 10-minute 
morning walk in fields by Clattercut Lane it picked up a total of nine species. As a bird 
song is identified its name is added to the on-screen list and, if the bird is heard again, 
the species name is highlighted. All the bird song is recorded so that it can be 
listened to again. If you can get a reasonable photo it will identify the bird. There is a 
lot more species-specific information on the app which can help to identify birds by 
sight if you cannot get a photograph suitable for visual ID. The only drawback is that 
the app needs 1 Gb of storage on your phone. 
Birds on your doorstep 
The British Trust for Ornithology regularly monitor bird populations and a recent data study suggests that 
there are 73 million fewer breeding birds in the UK than there were in 1970. Using historic data from a 
range of sources may affect the results but I am sure all of us are aware that bird numbers, particularly of 
some species have dropped. You can check your local area using BTO’s ‘Birds on Your Doorstep’ where 
entering your postcode will give a summary of species in the area.  It indicates that Rushock has lost 11 
breeding species since 1970 including Woodcock, Nightjar, Turtle Dove and Nightingale. A further 28 
species have declined since 1990 including Lapwing, House Martin, Green Woodpecker and Song Thrush 
although some of the declining species such as Starlings, House Sparrows and Jackdaws are making a 
recovery. Buzzards, Swallows, Long-tailed Tits and Goldfinches are among the 9 species that are 
increasing in number with a further 5 new breeding species including Raven, Peregrine Falcon and Reed 
Warbler. Various factors will have affected the birds over the time span including draining of wet fields, 
increased traffic, changes in farming practice such as autumn planting of crops, loss of set-aside land, an 
increase in chemical usage by farmers to meet a rising demand for food and excessive use of toxic 
chemicals in gardens which reduces the natural food available for birds. The concept of 73 million birds 
disappearing gives a ‘Shock Horror’ headline but I personally find it hard to visualise and feel that regular 
annual updates showing gains and losses would stimulate more interest and encourage more action on a 
local basis. If it looks like an improvement can be made more people may be encouraged to take part.  We 
can all play our part in helping our local bird life by both doing (nest boxes, providing food and water) and 
not doing (garden chemicals, excessive garden tidiness). The Merlin App shown above should make it 
easier to relate to the birds in your area although they will, rather unhelpfully, be singing less at this time of 
year. 
A Strolling Mole 
I was wandering down Park Lane with my faithful pooch, Blue, the other afternoon when I spotted 
something small and black meandering along the side of the road. As I got nearer, I realised that it was a 
Mole which was at serious risk of becoming 2-dimensional. Persuading it to go onto the verge and through 
the hedgerow was a bit of a challenge as I also had to ensure that Blue didn’t make a snack of it.  
Thankfully the driver of a Jeep which came down the lane at that point was happy to stop and wait while I 

achieved my mission and the Mole disappeared into the 
adjacent field. Young Moles can often be found above ground 
as they disperse at this time of year and, a few years ago, I 
saved one that was being attacked by Magpies. If you come 
across one take the opportunity to have a good look at the 
enormous shovels that are its front paws and feel the genuine 
moleskin coat before putting it in a safe place. Just be a bit 
careful of the pointed end as they can give you a bit of a nip.  
Finally, Stephen Winter, in his Message for Trinity Sunday, 
discussed the functions of the brain’s hemispheres. I am sure 
that taking notice of and viewing the natural world is very left 
hemisphere and will make your heart sing if you only give it a 

chance. All you need is a comfy chair in the shade. 
Enjoy your summer. 

Terry Green  
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COUNTRY DIARY - July 
“Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.” Sam Cooke 

My evening walk usually takes me by the river Shreen and through a damp, scrubby piece of ground 
known locally as ‘Frog Hollow’. It’s barely a quarter of an acre and has the benefit of a raised gravel path 
around the edge, most useful in winter as it is called Frog Hollow for a reason; it’s wet. During the dark 
months water lies in little pools of rough, reedy ground and in spring the biggest of these pools are full of 
frog spawn. 

However, there is a dramatic change once spring turns to summer; when the hollow starts to dry up the 
place is transformed with an explosion of flowers and birdsong. On one side is a patriarchal ash, a 
majestic tree that shadows the hollow, and around it helping 
to enclose the area are blackthorn, hawthorn and elder. As 
the blackthorn fades in April so the may trees fill the space 
with white blossom and scent, followed again by the elder in 
June, some of it intertwined with honeysuckle, whose aroma 
I never tire of. The far side is a riot of tumbling dog rose and 
at a lower level the hedge banks are covered in stitchwort, 
vetch, knapweed, fleabane, wild carrot and ox-eye daisy, 
and for a few short weeks in early summer, marsh orchids in 
a shady, damp spot. 
From early May to the end of June, as I write this, I am 
serenaded every evening by a song thrush who belts out his 
wonderful repertoire from a high branch of the ash. This bird 
has a remarkable range and a song of such beauty and 
variation that I can’t help thinking that were it only found in 
other climes, bird watchers would travel far to listen to its 
song. As it is, he sings his heart out without pause and yet 
many a dog walker trundles past without stopping to listen to 
this magnificent entertainment, completely oblivious to the 
nature all around them.  
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Not only does my song thrush entertain me but there are usually chiff-chaffs and blackcaps singing from 
the high branches and Jenny wren lower down in the scrub: what a remarkable bird is the wren, weighing 
just a third of an ounce, 9g, it belts out a tune far louder than its little body ought to be capable of. Add in 
robins, blackbirds, tits of many kinds, chaffinches and goldfinches and even fieldfares and redwings in 
winter feeding on the haws, it becomes apparent that little oasis’s like this are very important for wildlife. 
From June through to August there are butterflies aplenty with skippers, meadow browns, commas and 
gatekeepers, and numerous dragonflies and damselflies. An entomologist would doubtless find many 
types of beetles, flies and other insect life in this small but valuable ecosystem. It’s just a relatively tiny 
area but ecologically important, as are many other places around the country that appear to be just waste 
ground. We need to hang on to all of these wild areas as so many larger ones are being destroyed. 
And so the midsummer sun has crossed the Rubicon and slowly, imperceptibly at first, the nights and 
mornings will start to creep in. The warmth of July and August negates this feeling of the advancing year 
as the land and sea have 
warmed up and retain some 
residual heat into the night. I 
just love these long summer 
evenings in July when you 
can sit outside and have a 
conversation with friends 
and family sharing a drink or 
a bite to eat, watching the 
bats flit around and the last 
sweep of the house martins 
and swifts silhouetted 
against the first twinkling 
stars as darkness falls. 
It’s a great time for nature 
watching too, be it on a 
heath looking for the elusive 
nightjar, by a pond listening 
to the frogs, or in woodland 
where the senses are 
sharpened by the call of an 
occasional night bird and an 
unknown animal rustling in 
the undergrowth. Deer, 
badgers and foxes are all 
abroad in the evenings 
along with many smaller 
mammals, making the most 
of the cover of darkness. 
Summer smells different too, 
and changes with the 
passing of the month – 
there are still scents of 
sweet cicely, honeysuckle 
and elder at the start of the July but once August arrives plants are starting to look tired, flowers are fading 
and the countryside falls silent as migrants feed up for a long journey ahead. Enjoy the season before it’s 
time to hunker down again; as we get older time passes too quickly. Hopefully I shall see my song thrush 
again next spring. 

A.J.Selby -Kindly submitted by Barrie Audis 
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LETTER FROM THE DEAN OF 
WORCESTER 

The importance of a long-term view 
 
Up and down the country there are great houses set in beautiful 
parkland, some of them designed by Capability Brown and others 
of his time. Here and there you will see avenues of oaks, planted 
by people who knew they would never live to see them grow to 
their full stature. 

Our cathedrals and great churches are the same: begun by people 
who knew they would never live to see them finished. Saint 
Wulfstan began the beginning of the present cathedral at 
Worcester in 1084, and the final dedication took place 134 years 

later, on 7 June 1218. Theirs was a patient age, content to think that the future, because it was in God’s 
hands, was quite out of their own reach. 

We live in a less patient, less faithful, less hopeful age. Short-termism is the bane of so much political and 
economic activity. There is always an eye on the next election or the next renewal of contract. This does 
not help society address the longer-term issues that face us all. 

One of the tasks of the Church (which is a very long-term project indeed) is to remind society of the need 
to believe in the future, to believe that it is worth our while building a better world, not for ourselves, but for 
those who come after us.! 

Peter Atkinson  Dean of Worcester, 
 
 
 
 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

The dates for Morning Prayer are as follows: (All are Wednesday morning at 09.15 am);  

 

 July     
05.07.23  Hampton Lovett   
12.07.23  Ombersley  
19.07.23  St Marys, Crosway Green   
26.07.23  Doverdale 

 
 August     

02.08.23  Elmley Lovett   
09.08.23  Elmbridge  
16.08.23  Hartlebury   
23.08.23  Rushock 
30.08.23  Hampton Lovett 
 

Diana Glendenning  
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CUTNALL GREEN AND DISTRICT MEMORIAL HALL 
 
 

 
 

CUTNALL GREEN COFFEE MORNING 
 

At 
 

Cutnall Green and District Memorial Hall 
 

To be held on  
Thursday 21st September  
At 10.30 am until noon 
Coffee, tea and biscuits  

£2 per head 
 

Everyone welcome 
 

To be followed up by monthly meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month.  Make a date in your diaries  

~ 10 ~



~ 10 ~ 

CUTNALL GREEN AND DISTRICT MEMORIAL HALL 
 
 

 
 

CUTNALL GREEN COFFEE MORNING 
 

At 
 

Cutnall Green and District Memorial Hall 
 

To be held on  
Thursday 21st September  
At 10.30 am until noon 
Coffee, tea and biscuits  

£2 per head 
 

Everyone welcome 
 

To be followed up by monthly meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month.  Make a date in your diaries  

~ 11 ~ 

 
 

ELMBRIDGE 
NEWS 
 

 

JOB DONE! 
Thanks to some incredibly hard work by our two ‘stonemasons’, Geoff Stone and Rob Carr the much 
needed work on the church wall is now finished. 
The hardest part of the job was in the rear corner nearest Fiona’s Broomfield’s cottage where the wall was 
covered in ivy, bulging and very near to collapsing. Total rebuild was necessary here – not easy 
considering the wall was over eight feet high at this point. Because of the height, an extra internal block 
wall had to be built to take some of the pressure off. In addition a considerable amount of repointing had to 
be done. 
Our sincere thanks go not only to Geoff for the very professional job he’s done but also to Rob Carr for 
giving so much of his time and energy to help. In addition our thanks also go to Max and Bob Needham 
who were ‘borrowed’ now and again to help with the lifting of some of the heavier stone blocks which 
weighed well over two hundredweight. Altogether, the job took about five weeks and although it took three 
tons of gravel, two tons of sand, twenty two bags of cement and a week’s hire of a mixer the job still came 
in within budget.  
Again, very many thanks to all involved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

ttiicckkeettss  

££2200  

Job to be done                           A good team          Stonemason Geoff Stone 

      Near the end         A tricky corner                The finished job 
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OVERBURY COURT GARDENS 
 

 
 
On a beautiful summers day about twenty of us enjoyed a wonderful morning tour of the gardens of this 
period house near Pershore on the edge of Bredon Hill. 
Home to the Martin family (of banking fame) since the early 18th Century the estate comprises some 5,000 
acres and a number of cottages within the surrounding villages.  
 A Grade ll listed building, it is built in two storeys of golden ashlar faced Cotswold stone. 
With the sun shining and red kites flying overhead we were led round the beautifully manicured gardens 
by the head gardener Harry Green.  There were 28 gardeners employed in the 18th century – now reduced 
to 4 and these (with a little help from an automatic mower!) keep the lawns and gardens immaculate.  We 
saw stone terraces, walled garden, vegetable gardens, a pictorial meadow garden, tulip trees and some of 
the tallest plane trees in the country standing some 50 metres high.  The estate and village have their own 
water supply and a stream winds its way from a grotto over vast lawns, falling gently into pools before 
disappearing underground. 
Altogether it was a wonderful experience on a beautiful day.  The majority of the party ended up in 
Beckford to enjoy some delicious refreshments. Thank you, Carol and Tony Lloyd, for organising such a 
memorable morning. 
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ELMLEY LOVETT 
NEWS 
 

 

Our Church Needs You! 
 
We are raising money for building work including underpinning the porch and vestry to stop it 
moving away from the tower. 
 

Therefore, the PCC would like to invite you to the Elmley Lovett fundraising dinner with 
Entertainment and more 

 
on  
 

Saturday, 26th September 
 

7pm for 7.45pm 
at 

Cutnall Green Memorial Hall 
 

 
There will be plenty of bubbles and canapes on arrival. 

 
Dinner, kindly donated by Lord Lee, is a choice of; 

  
Chicken in a Local Honey and Whole Grain Mustard, Panache of Vegetables and New Potatoes 

or 
Tagine of Root Vegetables in Honey, Garlic, Ginger, and Mustard 

 
accompanied by a half bottle of wine. 

 
Followed by Pudding, Cheese Board and Port 

 
 

Carriages at 10.30pm-11pm 
 
 
Tickets at £30pp available from the Post Office, Nick 07968 531216 and Marzena 07775 800186 
 
Come and join us for an evening of great food and fun and help us to make our church 

whole again!  

Before 

Now 
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HAMPTON LOVETT 
NEWS 
 

 
Rogation Sunday 
As promised last month, here are some photographs taken by 
various attendees at our special service which was hosted at 
Stockend Farm by Ruth and Bill and led by the Rev Stephen 
Winter. 
 
The service was attended by over 40 adults, plus several children 
and young animals. Readings and prayers were said for the 
livestock, orchard, villages, fields and the churches and Nick 
Wright provided us with music accompaniment for our hymn 
singing. 
 
At the orchard site an apple tree donated by David Farmer was 
planted and then blessed by Stephen. 
 
After the service people enjoyed refreshments, a walk around 
Ruth’s lovely garden and a chance to purchase plants which 
Sophie Maiden had helped to grow. She raised over £30 for 
Cutnall Green School. Well done Sophie!  
 
 Thank you to everyone who took part in this lovely service, brought their animals or just took part. We 
hope you all enjoyed it.  
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Hampton Lovett Parochial Church Council (PCC) are delighted that thanks to National Lottery Players we 
have got funding from The National Lottery Heritage Fund. This grant together with funds from The 
Hampton Lovett Trust and funds raised by the PCC means that our two-year project ‘If These Walls Could 
Talk … Revealing Secrets at Hampton Lovett Church’ is now underway. The project involves major work 
to repoint and conserve the tower and to improve access to this part of the church as well as a range of 
activities and experiences to encourage many more people to visit and engage with the church and our 
local community heritage. 
 

 
 
The contractor Midland Conservation Ltd started the repair and conservation work to the tower at the end 
of May and this will continue into the autumn. They have opened up the original door to the tower located 
in the SW corner of the nave, levelled the ground by the existing external door and started the big task of 
repointing and repair to stonework.  
 
Alongside work to the fabric of the building, the PCC has started planning activities which are funded by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund grant. These include the following;-  
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Monday 17th July 10am-4pm Lime Mortar Skills Workshop    
Midland Conservation Ltd is running a lime mortar workshop at the church, with introductions and 
refreshments taking place at Hampton Lovett Parish Rooms.  
Following a talk on the theory behind the use of lime mortar, participants will be able to take part in a 
practical hands-on session, including some repointing at the church.  
Safety glasses, gloves and a pointing iron will be provided as well as hot/cold drinks and a light lunch. 
Participants should wear sturdy footwear.  
There is no charge for this session but places must be pre-booked.  
If you would like to attend please contact Rachel Wyatt:  rachel@moatcottage1.plus.com or 01905 779091 
or Jerry Hartley: froxmerehartley@btinternet.com or 01905 381990 
 
Friday 18th August 10am - c12 noon Scaffolding Tours  
On Friday 18th August between 10am to approx. 12 noon, Midland Conservation Ltd will run 2 short 
scaffolding tours. Various organisations have been invited to attend but we hope to have a few spaces 
available for other interested parties. Please let Rachel or Jerry know (contact details above) if you are 
interested in attending one of these tours. Participants must have a good level of fitness, including a 'head 
for heights'. Hi-Viz jackets and hard hats will be provided and again participants should wear sturdy 
footwear.  
 

      
 
Saturday 9th September 10am - 4pm 'Creativity Unwrapped' 
Please see our separate poster but just to say we are looking forward to hosting another Heritage Open 
Day at the church when we will celebrate the creativity of local artists and crafts men and women from the 
past and present day.  
A stonemason will demonstrate some of the skills and techniques used in and around the church over the 
centuries, including during the current work on the tower.  
There will be displays featuring the work of a local potter; of artefacts made by Alan Knight the great artist-
blacksmith who worked in Hampton Lovett plus information about Joshua Marshall, the 17th century 
English 'master' mason and sculptor who created the recently restored Henry Hammond Monument.  
To thank Lottery players whose support has made the grant from The National Lottery Heritage Fund 
possible, we will give a small gift to any visitor who brings a current lottery ticket with them. 
And of course we will be serving hot/cold drinks and delicious cakes created by our wonderful supporters 
and volunteers.  

---------------------------- 
 

Just a reminder of some other forthcoming events during the summer and early autumn  
 
 
Services will continue in church for the duration of the repair work.  
Our Harvest service is at 6pm on Sunday 17th September.  
 
 
Hampton Lovett's Harvest Supper is on Saturday 30th September from 7.30pm at Hampton Lovett 
Parish Rooms.  
Please join us for a sumptuous supper of cold meats, quiches, salads, delicious puddings and cheese and 
biscuits. Coffee and tea will be provided but please bring your own drinks and glasses. There will be a 
raffle and a quiz.  Tickets £10; £5 for children under 15.   
 
Please let Rachel or June know if you'd like to come;- 
Rachel - 01905 779091 or rachel@moatcottage1.plus.com 
June - 01299 851452  
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The Butterfly 
One day a man found the cocoon of a butterfly and the next day a small opening appeared.  
He sat and watched the butterfly for several hours as it struggled to squeeze its body through the tiny hole. 
Then it stopped, as it couldn’t go any further, so the man decided to help the butterfly. 
He took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining cocoon. 
The butterfly emerged easily but it had a swollen body and 
shrivelled wings. 
The man continued to watch it, expecting any minute to see the 
wings enlarge and expand enough to support its body.  
Neither happened! In fact the poor butterfly spent the rest of its life 
crawling around, never able to fly.  
What the man in his kindness and haste did not understand was that 
the restricting cocoon and the struggle required by the butterfly to get 
through the opening was a way of forcing the fluid from the body into the wings so that it would be ready 
for flight once that was achieved. 
Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in our lives. 
Going through life with no obstacles would cripple us. We will not be as strong as we should and we would 
never fly.  
 
A Few Summer Ponderings for all you Husbands out there 
Husbands are the best people to share secrets with. They’ll never tell anyone because they aren’t ever 
listening. 
 
Nobody told me that when you get a husband the ears are sold separately! 
 
Husband: What’s for dinner? 
Wife: Nothing 
Husband: We had that last night. 
Wife: I know. I made enough for two days.   
A husband can turn a regular sofa into a sofa bed by simply forgetting his wife’s birthday. 
 
The philosopher Plato once said “I am the wisest man alive, for I know one thing…… 
And that is I know nothing. I know that because my wife told me.” 
 
A single ant can live up to 29 years. What about a married one? 
 
They’re called man hours because women would have had the job done in 20 minutes. 
And lastly a couple of cartoons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Vertigen  
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AAfftteerrnnoooonn  TTeeaa  
Chat and Laugh 

 
Hampton Lovett and Westwood Parish Council 

Wednesday 12th July, 2 – 4pm 
Hampton Lovett and Westwood Parish Rooms 

 
Free to all, everyone welcome, raffle  
Let’s get the community talking… 

 
For any additional information, please contact Janice 01905771872 
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RUSHOCK 
NEWS 
 

 
 
 
Rushock Parish Council 
 
Rushock Parish Council held its Annual Parish Meeting, Parish Council AGM and an ordinary Parish 
Council Meeting on 11th May 2023.   There was no election for Parish Councillors this year as we only had 
six candidates for seven places.  John Nicholls did not seek re-election and Dave Pugh is now a councillor.  
Draft meeting minutes are available on the noticeboard and on the website. Points of interest were: 
 
Highways: Our Lengthsman, Bill Waldron, continues to provide excellent service to keep the parish in 
order. Concerns were raised about the dangerous damaged verges on Park Lane.  Some repairs were 
made by the Parish Council using last year’s Lengthsman’s funding but there is still more work needed.  A 
meeting is to be set up with a Highways Engineer and our County Councillor. 
The timing of verge cutting was discussed and it was agreed that Highways be approached to delay 
cutting until after the wildflowers have died back to benefit local wildlife. 
 
Biodiversity project: There has been a good show of bulbs and blossom on both the orchard and 
Rushock triangle with some new wild species being seen.  Vegetation will be cut back in early July. 
 
Footpaths: There have been some issues with footpaths.  It was confirmed that landowners have no 
obligation to provide dog access at stiles.  A dangerous stile was reported at the end of Court Farm drive 
but this has now been repaired.  Fencing was erected across footpaths in a field off Elmbridge Lane.  
Countryside services have been in contact with the landowner and the temporary stiles will be replaced by 
kissing gates. 
 
Finance: The Internal Audit Report for 2022-2023 has been successfully completed and approved thanks 
to the sterling efforts of our clerk, Bev Drew. The Parish Council were pleased to have sponsored the 
scones and Fizz for the Coronation Tea Party, thanks to a donation from our County Councillor, Marcus 
Hart. 
 
Police: In response to a request from West Mercia Police to identify main areas of concern in the parish 
we decided on theft, wildlife crime and inconsiderate driving.  
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 7th September 2023 at 7.30 pm at Rushock Village Hall.   
Members of the public are welcome to join in and details will be available from the parish clerk nearer the 
time. Alternatively, items of concern can be raised at any time with individual councillors whose contact 
details are available on the website. 
 

Terry Green  
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TV Reception Specialist
TV Aerials Radio Aerials

Freesat & Sky

TV Aerials & Satellite Dishes Supplied, installed

and Repaired, Poor TV Reception Solved. TV

Brackets supplied and fitted.

Jeremy Billingham

Aerials Ltd

www.jeremybillingham.com
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NPTC Qualified • Fully Insured

Devon Finney Tree Surgeon

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

Would you like to lose that stubborn body fat & 
keep it off?

Elliot is here to help!

With personalised exercise programmes & 
nutritional guidance, my clients have been able to 

accomplish their fitness goals & maintain their 
results.

What do you get with 1-2-1 Coaching?
• Free 45-minute consultation
• Progressive personalised exercise 

programmes
• Nutrition coaching, food tracking and habit 

building.
• Monthly review sessions to track progress 

What is stopping you from achieving your fitness 
goals? 

For further information contact Elliot

07932 528 608
erccoaching1@gmail.com

Based at Unity Fitness in Rushock
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DROITWICH SELF STORE
Tel: 01299 851493   Email: DSS@beechelm.com

Berry Hill Industrial Estate, Droitwich

WWW.DROITWICHSELFSTORE.CO.UK

FREE UP VALUABLE SPACE AT BUSINESS OR 

HOME

STEEL PALISADE FENCED COMPOUND

LOW COST   -   NO VAT

24 HR ACCESS   -   CHOOSE FROM 3 SIZES

MINIMUM STORAGE PERIOD 13 WEEKS

Why choose an Independent
Family Funeral Director?

Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors

A family concern
www.thomasbrothers.co.uk

01527 547777 0121 445 3422

Your locally owned funeral director is part of the community

The only family owned funeral home in Redditch.
Now with a branch in Alvechurch.

We provide a friendly, dignified service paying
special attention to detail.

Pre-payment plans • Woodland burial • Daimler fleet
All areas - 24 hour Service

Birchfield House
494 Evesham Road, Redditch

Worcestershire  B97 5JF

12A Red Lion St,
Alvechurch,

Birmingham  B48 7LF

Bowbrook Gardens
Your local landscaping service

� patios & garden walls 
� ponds & water features 
� pond & patio cleaning
� fencing & hedgecutting 
� turfing services 
� local & friendly 

07792 613020 
www.bowbrookgardens.co.uk 

Wollaston
PAT 

Testing 
Self employed? Run a business? Do you 
deal with the public? Are you a landlord? 
Then you MUST ensure that ALL 
electric appliances, leads etc are 
PAT tested and certified .... 

IT COULD AFFECT YOUR 
INSURANCE COVER 

I specialise in offering a complete PAT testing
service to small and medium sized businesses 
and individuals. I provide a reliable and 
punctual service at competitive rates. 

For a totally free, no obligation quote 
or for further information, please 
contact Paul on; 
07982 688077 / 01384 820270 

wptest@virginmedia.com

www.wpattesting.co.uk

HAPPY PLACE,RESTORED
If you love your lawn, you’ll love GreenThumb. 
Our year-round treatments will give your grass 
the TLC it deserves, so you get a lawn you can 
feel good about.

Discover more at greenthumb.co.uk
Worcester branch 01905 840740 
worcester@greenthumb.co.uk



"Such a magical place!"

Come & Enjoy Children's Trails Each School Holiday
Last hot food orders and entry to the garden 4pm (Summer) + 3pm (Winter)

PRICES MAY VARY FOR SPECIAL EVENTS.

Open 7 days a week.
Gardens:
Summer 9am - 5pm
Winter 9am - 4pm
Tearoom:
Summer 10am - 5pm
Winter 10am - 4pm

Adults £5.95
Children £2.95
Under 2s Free

Whitlenge.co.uk
Tel: 01299 250720

Tearoom: 01299 250669

“Beautiful gardens and a great day out”
Explore three acres of inspiring gardens, walk our turf labyrinth, see our
water walls and magnificent moon gate, showcased on T.V by Alan
Titchmarsh. Bring your little ones and dress up as gnomes and fairies,

then look for enchanting fairy gardens and fairy doors galore, or for special
events follow themed trails.

Home of

We enjoy projects of all sizes from window boxes to family estates.
For visual inspiration visit our show gardens at Whitlenge,

and watch our “before and after” screen presentation in our tearoom.

www.creativelandscapes.co.uk

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying
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Misted up double glazed 
units replaced.

All glass repairs.
Locks, hinge & handles repaired 

or replaced.

Call for free quote 07856 850859

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

CHARLIE LANDALE
HORTICULTURIST Dip.Hort.
Skilled Pruning
Trees & Shrubs

Topiary

Design Advice

Training Climbing
Plants & Ornamentals

Creative Planting

Soft Landscaping
Pruning Specialist

01299 851125 or 07980 512347

Facilities for 80 people with Fully Equipped Kitchen
Quiet Rural Location, Good Facilities for Disabled with
Free use of Dishwasher, Crockery and Outside Patio Area.

A Modern Village Hall available for hire

Contact Booking Secretary
Gay Carr on 01299 851646

Elmbridge Village Hall
(3 miles north of Droitwich Spa)

Bannuttree Farm Shop
A Family run shop located in Cutnall Green

Also trading from 

Laurence Gough Greengrocers, Stourport

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Enquiries: 
 Patty - 07887 397 757 
Richard - 07815 978511

Tel: 01299 828670                                   

Mob: 07807 837040                                 

Email: donovan.taylor@sky.com                  

Rose Cottage                                       

Dunley                                                   

Stourport-on-Severn                                

DY13 0UA                                      


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MARK WILLIAMS & LAUREN HIRST 

Local Qualified Lawyers of 40+ years experience 

“A lifetime’s attention to the most complex legal 
matters as a Police Superintendent, now lawyer, means 
you can definitely trust Mark & Lauren for your Will, 
Power of Attorney or Probate” 

Instructions taken in your own home, via internet or phone. 

T: 01299 251442  M: 07477 612914 
E: info@ambalegalservices.co.uk  W: ambalegalservices.co.uk 

 o Same price day or 
night and weekends 
 

o 1 to 8 person capability 
 

o Courtesy telephone call 
the evening prior to 
departure 
 

o We travel to all UK 
airports and seaports 
 

o Other long distance 
journeys by request 

 
 

www.all-inc-cars.co.uk 

● Construction design, drawings & calculations 
● New build, extensions or conversions 
● Structural inspection and assessment reports
● Domestic & commercial
● Specialist in traditional and listed buildings
● Cover Worcestershire & surrounding counties

W: www.smartdale.co.uk
E: hello@smartdale.co.uk
T: 07771 366 102



GLEN ACRES KENNELS 
& CATTERY 

Mrs L.L.Parsons 
Glen Cottage, Clattercut Lane, Chaddesley Corbett 

Worcestershire DY10 4QU 
 

T - 01562 777582 
E - glenacreskennels@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 Open All Year Round 
 Fully Licenced & Insured 
 Current Vaccination Essential 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dog Boarding 
Cat Boarding 

Grooming Services 
Dog Day Care 

Ring Charlotte or Staff for details 

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

We specialise in deep cleaning:

Tel: 01905 700500
Mob: 07974 807118

www.ovenmagic.me

A friendly, reliable and professional team
GRASS CUTTING, MOWING & PADDOCK MAINTENANCE
COUNTRY PROPERTIES     COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS

CALL DANIEL LOVATT ON
01905 621858 OR 07802 717057

Our services include
Regular / One Off Mowing, Flail Mowing, Paddock Topping,

Chain Harrowing, Rolling, Lawn & Sports Field Aerating
Paddock Hedge Cutting, Wild Flower Meadows

	

Rushock	Trading	Estate,	Droitwich	WR9	0NR	
Contact	us	on	01299	333	131	

Full restoration to concours standard 

SMART repair 

Accident damage 

Vehicle collection 

Insurance work undertaken 

Free estimates 

ACCIDENT- REPAIR –RESTORATION 

Part of the Fisher Group of companies 
www.fisherautogroup.co.uk 

	

FREDEN DECOR 
For All Your Interior / Exterior 

Painting & Decorating 
Requirements 

Phone FRED 
For Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 572371  /  07904 441412

Available for hire
Facilities for 120 people with
fully equipped Kitchen, Stage
and Entertainment Facilities

Booking Contacts
Sue Crow

01905 772850
07889 826370
Maureen Alton
01905 772819

Space
for Sale

~ 26 ~

~ 34 ~ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVERTISING 
 

PAGE 8 of 8 
  



Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

~ 27 ~

~ 34 ~ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVERTISING 
 

PAGE 8 of 8 
  

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

Timber • Bricks & Blocks • Insulation
Heating • Plumbing • Landscaping

Ten Acres, Berry Hill Industrial Estate, Droitwich  WR9 9AB

www.countydroitwich.co.uk

Tel: 01905 799498   Fax: 01905 778968
Email: sales@countydroitwich.co.uk

GARDEN MACHINERY HEATING & PLUMBINGKITCHEN & BATHROOM



~ 28 ~

CUTNALL GREEN AND  DISTRICT MEMORIAL HALL
 
A modern hall with formal seating for up to 100 and 
audience seating for up to 200. It is suitable for parties, 
weddings and training. It has a fully equipped kitchen 
and separate meeting room. An adaptable stage is 
available and there is Wifi access.
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For Hire

For further information contact our bookings secretary  
Jane Bache on 07914 361255  janebache@btintemet.com

St Andrews
Carpet Co.
Family Business est. 1965

• Carpet and Vinyl Specialists
• Karndean and Natural Flooring
• Domestic and Commercial
• Friendly, Personal Service
• Free Estimates

Tel: 01905 772845

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

Have a look at our website to see what we can do for you 
www.taylorandcoarchitects.co.uk

[t] 01905 621600  l  [m] 07831 146 738  l  [e] design@taylorandcoarchitects.co.uk

S.P.A. Heating & 
Plumbing Services 

Gas Safe Registered Engineer 

Contact Steve 
Mobile - 07584 122720 
Office - 01905 794895 

s.p.a.heating@mail.com 

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying
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Phone: +44 (0) 1527 861 200
Email: info@manorhillhouse.co.uk

Website: manorhillhouse.co.uk

Manor Hill House Ltd, Swan Lane, Upton Warren
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B61 9HE

Exclusively yours
WEDDING AND EVENTS VENUE

Does the thought of losing everything you 
have worked hard for, worry you?

Worry not! Call John Owens (LLB) today…then relax
John will advise you on the best ways to protect everything and everyone 
that matters to you. As an advisor for Age UK Worcester & District and  
Malvern, you can be assured that he is an expert that can be trusted.

• Will writing – John can tailor your wills to accommodate even the most 
complicated family set up

• Trusts – John can protect your assets from many threats 
• Lasting Powers of Attorney – to make sure everything is in place, should 

you be unable to manage your affairs
• Funeral Plans – Independent supplier of a number of the leading funeral 

plans in the country
• Worried about care costs? – John can set your mind at ease.

01905 695450
www.owensestateplanning.co.uk

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Garden Clearing & Maintenance 

Gutter Clearing & Landlord Services

or email daniellaight@icloud.com 
07921 853177
Give me a call today on

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Cooksey Green Lane, Upton Warren

Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying
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Telephone: 01886 888493
Email: masseyjeremar@aol.com

Lighting including LED, outside and inside
Security Lighting
CCTV

Jeremy Massey
Electrics

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial
All Work Insured and Guaranteed
Re-wires and new installations
Additional Sockets, outside and inside
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Electrics
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G.J.PUGH
Carpentry & General Maintenance

Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior
Local & Reliable

Graham - 07967 883121
Ash - 07809 730085

01905 621147

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Garden Clearing & Maintenance 

Gutter Clearing & Landlord Services

or email daniellaight@icloud.com 
07921 853177
Give me a call today on

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Cooksey Green Lane, Upton Warren
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Gutter Clearing & Landlord Services
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Give me a call today on

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Cooksey Green Lane, Upton Warren
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CHIMNEY
SWEEP

Andy Johnson
 Certificates Issued

Evening / Weekend Sweeps
Stove Maintenance

www.andysweeps.com

07798 790913

01886 821933

Day

Evening

• MEMORIALS •
Additional Inscriptions

and Renovations
All work is to
the highest

standard and 
carried out at 
our workshop

Showroom and Workshop
338 ALCESTER ROAD

BROMSGROVE B60 1BH
TEL: (01527) 876200

 

DOORBARS 
Chartered Surveyors 

 
LAND AGENTS-VALUERS 
CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

Offering a Professional & Personal Service to 
Rural & Urban Communities 

 
Farm and Land Sales 

Farm and Residential Property Management 
Valuations include Probate, Insurance, Capital Gains 

Homebuyers Survey & Valuation Reports 
Rural Planning 

Stewardship & Basic Payment Scheme Claims 
Experienced Development Land Team 

 
Richard Pugh FRICS FAAV & Paul Bowness MRICS FAAV 

 Office:01905 27288 
32 Sansome Walk, Worcester WR1 1NA 

info@doorbars.co.uk 
www.Doorbars.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

DOORBARS 
Chartered Surveyors 

 
LAND AGENTS-VALUERS 
CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

Offering a Professional & Personal Service to 
Rural & Urban Communities 

 
Farm and Land Sales 

Farm and Residential Property Management 
Valuations include Probate, Insurance, Capital Gains 

Homebuyers Survey & Valuation Reports 
Rural Planning 

Stewardship & Basic Payment Scheme Claims 
Experienced Development Land Team 

 
Richard Pugh FRICS FAAV & Paul Bowness MRICS FAAV 

 Office:01905 27288 
32 Sansome Walk, Worcester WR1 1NA 

info@doorbars.co.uk 
www.Doorbars.co.uk 

 
 
 

Smart Kitchen Fitters LTD 
The complete fitting service Fully project managed  

Services available   

Bricklaying ,Plastering ,Plumbing, 

Electrics, Kitchen fitting/carpentry 

Decoration ,tiling and flooring 

 

Email �pa�l��itchen��ers�co��� 

WWW� smart�itchen��ers�co��� 

Over thirty years experience 

Free ��ota�on service 

07771 691118 

Barnhall Farm ,Main  Road , Ombersley , Worcs WR9 0EY 



Whatever you want to store...
...for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or even 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible service 
near Hartlebury.   

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access,
contact us now! 

0011229999  557788119988  
wwwwww..bbaarrnn--ssttoorree..ccoo..uukk
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KEEPING IT COUNTRY
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