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EDITOR’S NOTES

Welcome to our newly made over magazine!

Our printing expenses over the last few years have increased significantly. After getting several quotes it
seemed that the only way to make savings was by sacrificing quality and appearance. That was until we
met with Phil Maggs, a member of the Elmley congregation, who has helped us to manage the costs and
deliver full colour throughout the magazine. This makes our future more sustainable and improves the quality
and appearance. For those of you who only receive the printed version, we hope you like the new look and
feel.

| would like to say a very big thank you to all involved in making this magazine possible; from the roving
reporters to the distributors, many of whom have just taken on more deliveries. You are all very much
appreciated. Without your help we wouldn’t have our Four Square Magazine.

We would also like to thank you for all the donations during 2023 which together with our loyal advertisers
keeps us functioning and able to produce a magazine the parishes can be proud of.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!
Marzena Cartwright

JOHN READER
Christine, Kate, Simon,Tom and families would like to thank everyone for their kind cards and messages
following John's sudden and unexpected death.

We have such happy memories of our time in the Four Square parishes, and we made many lovely friends,
and it was a great comfort to see so many of you at John's funeral.

As a family we much appreciate the support and prayers we have received since John died, thankyou.
With love, Christine

Christine Reader

HALLOWEEN AT WHITLENGE 2023

We would like to thank all our visitors who came to our
amazing Halloween trail at Whitlenge Gardens.
(pictures on page 16). It was a very successful event
and so far we have raised £1,100 for air ambulance.
Christmas at Whitlenge runs from December 2" to
December 22" . Fun for all the family, do come and
have a wander around our festive gardens.

Lucy Southall Whitlenge Gardens
Whitlenge Lane,Hartlebury. DY10 4HD

RETIREMENT OF OUR RECTOR, REV. STEPHEN WINTER

| will be 70 years old in February 2025 and | have noted in recent months that | don't have the energy that |
once had, even when | took up this appointment in 2018. | have long held the view that | should leave while
people still want me to stay and not stay until people start to think that it is time for me to go! There is a
place for respected elder statesmen and women, but it should not be in the main job.

So | will be retiring at the end of August in 2024 and my last Sunday services will be on Sunday 25th August.

Laura and | live in our own home and not in a vicarage and so we look forward to remaining a part of your
lives in the future but our formal connection to the Worcestershire Severn Parishes will end at that point.

Stephen Winter



RECTOR’S THOUGHTS

"So here it is, Merry Christmas!" and even as | write these words,
that | am sure are familiar to you all, | do so in the knowledge that
Noddy Holder, the man who made them famous, is currently being
treated for cancer. As a near neighbour to us as a Black Country
man, we think of him and his family in our prayers.

In these troubled times there are words that are read in our
churches each year at Christmas, up and down the land, that
mean an awful lot to me.

"The light shines in the darkness and the darkness can never put
it out."

If you have ever lit a single candle in a darkened room, you will notice that it changes the atmosphere of the
room in a way that switching on a light cannot do. Recently we lit candles for those who have died in the
last two years in church services in Ombersley and Elmley Lovett. | know, as | spoke with people who
attended those services, that lighting the candles had a powerful effect on them and a number of them told
me that they light candles when they visit churches. So do I. | light them for the people that | especially love
and for the troubles of the world.

| have already spoken about one moment in the Christmas services that especially moves me. That moment
comes in the Christmas Service of Holy Communion and we read those words on Christmas night. Another
comes in a Christingle Service when everyone who attends is given an orange to symbolise the world with
a candle that is placed in it. | have been involved in Christingle services in many different places, including
cathedrals and small churches, for many years now, and when the moment comes when the candles are it
and the lights are turned down something magical happens. | feel it myself and | see it in the faces of children
and their families who have come to the service.

And that leads me to my last point. One of the sadnesses of growing older is that so many of us lose our
childhood sense of wonder and delight. Then Christmas comes along once again and for a moment we
remember. | recall hearing the distinguished psychiatrist, Professor Anthony Clare, say that if he wanted a
quick way to find out a person's current state of mind, he asked them about their memories of Christmas.

But what we tend to do is to ask our children and grandchildren to carry that sense of wonder and delight
on our behalf. We say things like, "Christmas is for children", and we are partly right. | even find myself
saying things like that, or at least | feel them. But | wonder if one of the big problems in the world right now
is that we do not think that wonder and delight have anything to do with the adult world. They are just for
children.

So | want to challenge you to try this spiritual practice this year, at the very darkest time of year. When you
go to a Nativity Play or Carol Service, Christingle, Family Service or Holy Communion and a moment comes
when you recall a childhood memory, or are touched by your children or grandchildren, or by the singing of
a favourite carol, or a magical moment of any kind, don't just let it go by but stop a while. Lean into your
feelings, whatever they are. Take notice of them so that you can come back to them later.

And make sure that you do come back to them from time to time. Let those feelings start to do their work in
your hearts. And then, | promise you, the light that shines in the darkness, that the darkness that can never
put out, will start to burn more brightly in your heart too.

A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.

Revd Stephen Winter
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GREAT DIXTER

In October of this year, we spent a week on holiday in Kent. One of the places we had planned to visit was
just over the border in East Sussex. When we went to see it, Great Dixter did not disappoint. It was amazing
and inspiring and gave me something to reflect upon far beyond gardens and biodiversity.

We travelled down a small lane from the delightful village of Northiam and arrived at Great Dixter, which
had that impression of not having changed in fifty years or much longer. People from all over the world come
to visit the garden, developed by the remarkable gardener and writer Christopher Lloyd. As we found a place
to park, the out-buildings and barns seemed very humble and timeless.

On entering the garden, we saw a large, ancient and beautiful house. The garden surrounding the house is
a collection of different gardens. Some of them are very basic. In front of the house are two areas of rough
grass, a meadow garden which contain a variety of plants that had flowered earlier in the year. There is
some amazing topiary. | will not go into more detail about the gardens, for much of the colour had passed
over by the time we went. What we did see was signs of the dense and amazing planting in the borders.
Many of the plants were huge. We were enfolded in the garden. The plants seemed to look down on us.

The history of the property is fascinating. The manor of Dixter is first recorded in 1220, It was bought by
Nathaniel Lloyd, Christopher's father in 1910 after it had been up for sale for ten years, described as an
agricultural property with farmhouse attached. He was very wealthy and wanted to restore and extend the
house. To do this he employed someone who was to become a famous architect, Edwin Lutyens, with the
aim to reflect local traditions of building. Nathaniel and his wife Daisy had six children, so a new wing was
designed and added by Lutyens to house the family. It was discovered that the old part of the house was
mainly a wonderful mediaeval hall. Another wing was added to the house based upon the timbers of a
dilapidated 16th-century house from nearby Benenden. The result was a beautiful house, looking very
ancient. They changed the name to Great Dixter.




Nathaniel and Daisy transformed what was a farmyard into a wonderful garden, based on a layout drawn
up by Lutyens. It was this garden and house that Christopher, who was born in 1921, returned to for good
in 1954. It had been influenced by the Arts and Crafts movement. He wanted to maintain and develop the
house and garden but needed an income. He started writing articles and books, and also established a
nursery. His writings contained views that were controversial for some, but very influential for others. Before
he died in 2006, Fergus Garrett was appointed head gardener, and he continues this work. Christopher also
founded the Great Dixter Charitable Trust, to oversee the house and garden as a place to welcome visitors
from all over the world, a centre of education and a player in horticultural community projects locally and
nationally.

As we wandered around the gardens and house, | was aware that this was a place of harmony and beauty
with a sense of timelessness. The plants looked over us, enfolding us, and it was a reminder that we are
part of this wonderful world and certainly not above it. | thought of the horrors of the wars in Ukraine and
Gaza, of the violence and hatred in those places.

But there in Great Dixter | reflected on all the people throughout the world who are good, caring and
generous. Those who bring harmony, beauty, inspiration, healing, and light to our lives. May light and
goodness always continue and triumph over darkness.

Stephen Owens
Stephen Owens is a retired priest living in Hartlebury and a member of St James’ congregation



NATURE ROUND UP

Bumbarrels, Acorns, Nature-based insults and Festive feasting for all

| am watching the rain and winds of our latest exotically named storm having just managed to pop out for a
quick walk with the Blue the Bedlington during in a brief dry spell. He steadfastly refuses to go outside when
it is raining hard and there was a very real risk that he may have burst if he had stayed in much Ionger'

The temperature has certainly dropped with the Met
Office showing a predicted temperature of 8°C
which drops to 4°C when they adjust it for the Wind
Chill factor. Our local birds seem hungrier as natural
food resources decline and so are visiting the
feeders more, showing a preference for higher
calorie foods. In addition to our regulars, we have
had a couple of visits from a twittering flock of Long-
tailed Tits (right) which are known by a variety of
names around the country including Bumbarrel,
Mumruffin and Poke Pudding. Bumbarrel comes
from the barrel or oval domed shape of their
distinctive nests which are made from moss, lichen
and small feathers glued together with spiders’ webs (left). The
Worcestershire name for this species is Miller's Thumb but |
haven’t been able to find out the origin of this. Any suggestions
welcomed!

Even despite the drop in temperature Collared Doves are still
breeding as evidenced by a pair recently seen trying to make
more doves whilst precariously balancing on a Broadband cable.
Robins are staking their claim to a territory and can be heard
singing loud and proud particularly at dawn and dusk.

Hedgehogs are still resident in Rushock village and will be
looking to hibernate when triggered by low temperatures. There
were some ill-informed scare stories about Hedgehogs not
hibernating because of supplementary feeding by humans but
there is no truth in this. Please remember to keep an eye out for
small hedgehogs as, if they are not up to 500 grams by now they
will not survive the winter.

Other wildlife encounters have been limited but | did help a Toad
across the road in Lunnon Lane last week towards a garden where they are often found. Hopefully it will
find somewhere safe to tuck itself away for winter. On the subject of amphibians, | was told by Paul Allen,
WFDC Countryside Manager, that Rushock is a ‘hot-spot’ for Great Crested Newts. There have been several
sightings of this highly protected animal in the parish and they also featured in a recent planning application.

It has been a record year for Hawthorn berries with the largest crop for 20 years. This will provide a bonus
for both our resident birds and the Redwings and Fieldfares that visit us for the winter. It's just a shame that
so many have been destroyed when the hedges were flailed so early in the
interests of ‘tidying-up’.

From little Acorns...

Acorns have also been plentiful this year and both Grey Squirrels and Jays
have been busy burying as many as they can to provide food for later in the
year. They seem to be able to find most of them over the winter if needed and
any they forget will hopefully germinate potentially providing a new Oak tree.
One of the school assemblies that | deliver for Worcestershire Wildlife Trust is
based around acorns and Oak trees and | always encourage the small people
to pot up an acorn at home to help provide trees for the future. Oak trees
provide a home for hundreds of species of insects, as well as birds, mammals
and lichens, and so are a valuable, long-lived addition to the environment. If
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you want to have a go all you need is a small plant pot and some peat-free compost. Drop the acorns into
water and discard any that float as they are rotten and so will not germinate. Plant the acorn on its side just
below the surface of the compost and, hopefully, it will show signs of life in the Spring. The pot must be kept
outside as the acorn needs a cold spell before it will germinate. The average growth rate of an Oak sapling
is about 1 foot per year (30 cm for European Oaks!). Repot it as it grows bigger and it will eventually be big
enough to plant out in a suitable place.

Bird Brains and Dead Wood

To call somebody a bird brain is to imply that their mental abilities may be a bit challenged. In fact birds are
: capable of working out solutions to all sorts
of problems. | recently came across an article
which described how Greater Spotted
Woodpeckers manage to make a meal of
Hazelnuts. It would not be possible for them
to break them open on the ground as the nuts
would keep rolling away. The Woodpecker
has worked out that if it picks up a nut in its
beak and then wedges it in a crevice in the
bark of a tree the nut succumbs to the
hammer action of their beaks and so provides
a meal when the traditional diet of
! =y invertebrates may be harder to find. This
&‘ —~ technique can also be used on other food
items such as walnuts and pinecones. We can help our local woodpeckers out by providing peanuts and fat
balls which contain essential fats and protein.

Dead wood is another derogatory term that suggests that something is of little value. However dead trees
are very useful for many wildlife species including woodpeckers as they provide a good source of food and
can also be hollowed out to provide nesting sites. Standing deadwood is particularly useful and more
progressive woodland managers are leaving dead trees and branches where they lie to improve the
biodiversity of their woods. Eventually the tree will be completely broken down and reabsorbed into the soll
by the activities of many invertebrates, fungi and bacteria. A garden log pile will help wildlife.

Festive fun and frolics

With the joys of the festive season looming on the horizon it is worth remembering that, while we are cosily
tucked up indoors with enough food to withstand a small siege, it can be a very difficult time for wildlife. Wild
animals have to contend with the weather which day-to-day may be wet, cold, windy or any combination of
these. Daylength is at its shortest so diurnal animals will need to take on as many calories as they can
during the day to maintain their body temperature through the night. They also need to have access to water
both for drinking and, in the case of birds, for bathing. It may seem a bit odd to splash about in low
temperatures, but it is essential for the birds to maintain their plumage to ensure that they are well insulated.
If you provide water it is easier to empty the container at night and then refill it in the morning rather than
trying to break the ice.

We can do our bit to help the birds by providing
supplementary food such as seed mixtures,
peanuts, fat balls, sunflower hearts, dried
mealworms and suet pellets for birds. The
important thing is that they do not fill up on low
energy bulky food such as bread as this will limit
their potential calorie intake leaving them with
insufficient fuel to survive the night. A Wren (right)
weighs only about 10 grams which makes it very ‘
vulnerable to extremely cold weather and so over
25% may die over the course of the winter. They
will often huddle together for warmth or use
nestboxes for shelter and the record for the highest
number seen in one nestbox is 69!




As | have mentioned in previous years, some of what we have for Christmas feasting can be used to top up
the bird table, particularly crumbled mince pies, Christmas pudding and fruit cake. Just be careful about
using anything with a high alcohol content as it can have
unfortunate consequences! (right)

Keeping nest boxes available through the winter as well as
leaving some wild areas in your garden such as hedge bottoms
can be a real life saver for birds and invertebrates. Ladybirds,
Butterflies such as Peacocks and Red Admirals and other
insects will tuck themselves away in lofts, sheds, hollow plant
stems or piles of leaves so please try and leave these alone.

The long Christmas break provides the ideal
opportunity to appreciate nature either in your own
garden or further afield. There are many local
nature reserves available such as Chaddesley
Woods where a bit of ‘forest bathing’ can help to
relieve the pressures of overindulgence

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
Nature-filled New Year.

Terry Green

CHRISTMAS TREES 2023

Christmas Trees of various sizes this Christmas (of the traditional Norway Spruce
variety) for a donation to the Yellow Submarine Charity which gives support to
autistic children.

Please support this worthy cause and call 01562 777203 to arrange a time
to view and reserve your tree any time after reading this notice.

You can come and dig up your own or have it ready to collect on Saturday
the 9t December or on a day of your choice. Remember the fresher
the tree the less the needle drop!

Tony Lloyd, Little Durrance, Berry Lane, Upton Warren



COUNTRY DIARY - November

Chill December brings the sleet, blazing fire and Christmas treat.

The end of another year — where does it go? Another year older, a new grandson (Mason, lovely, thank you
Jack and Casey), and the festive season approaching. There is something ancient and ingrained in our DNA
that makes us feel more tired and lethargic in mid-winter, and the collective festivities only heighten our
senses as we light candles (even if we don’t need to), celebrate old traditions, and eat and drink to keep the
cold at bay.

In distant times past, a mid-winter feast was often the last big meal families would eat before facing up to
three months of a meagre diet until plants started growing again in the spring. With little choice of wild foods
in winter, previous generations would live on game and some dried foods, such as berries and nuts. Go
back more than 500 years before guns were invented and the main method of securing food for the family
was cunning. Traps, snares, pits and lures were all used as well as falcons to catch game, both fur and
feather. Nothing was wasted, feathers for pillows and fur for clothing, horns for buttons and bones for tools.

There is so much tradition associated with Christmas from yule logs, to mistletoe, decorations and trees,
singing and dancing, exchanging gifts and religious services. | wrote about some of the origins of the season
in last December’s diary, and its remarkable in this age of the internet that many of the traditions are still
observed and passed down generation to generation.

So what is there to see in the countryside at this time of year? Quite a lot if you are patient and prepared to
spend time outside in cold weather. The winter migrants are here in much bigger numbers than the summer
migrants at their time of year; fewer species but a lot more birds. A visit to any coastal mudflats will see you
rewarded with anything from a few hundred to tens of thousands of waders foraging at the tide’s edge.
Dunlin, knot, sanderlings, turnstones, oystercatchers, avocets, redshanks, sandpipers and many others
busy themselves feeding in the rich mud along the tideline, hunting for the myriad of small invertebrates that
live there.

They seem oblivious to the wind that can whip off of the sea and blow them sideways as they dance away
from the incoming water. In coastal gullies there will be gulls, herons, curlews and numerous duck species.
Birds of prey take advantage of this and it's a pleasing sight to see a marsh harrier skimming along the
reeds looking for a potential feed. Above the tussock-grass a kestrel may be hovering, its sharp eyes finding
unsuspecting mice and voles which he drops upon from a height.

Stay inland and old pasture will be dotted with redwings and
fieldfares; the former offering a flash of red where their name
suggests, whilst the latter have a grey-blue neck and rump
and a speckled breast. They work their way across the fields
 searching out earthworms and other insect life, usually in
small groups. If you are really lucky you may see a flock of
waxwings feeding on winter berries. They are stunning
lookers and are more abundant here if there is a hard winter
in their native Scandinavia; bad weather will force them to
cross the North Sea. With a stand-out crest, a waxy colouring
on their wing that gives them their name, and a black eye-
mask, they are my favourite winter visitors. They are as likely
to be seen in town feeding on municipal plantings of rowan
and hawthorn as they are in the country, and the biggest
migrations, called irruptions, force the birds away from the
eastern side of the UK towards us.

Many of our native mammals are more elusive, preferring to
spend time sleeping in burrows or nests and seeing out the
winter in comparative warmth. Deer, however, are easier to
spot with the trees now leafless and of the six main species
e : of British deer, the roe is the one that you are most likely to
Redwing encounter. They are not restricted to woodland and can often
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be seen in daylight feeding on pasture close to the forest margins. The other five species are red, fallow,
sika, muntjac and Chinese water deer.

The muntjac is about the size of a Labrador and is also known as the barking deer, due to its piercing bark,
which is close to a scream and quite unique. | recall once standing still in a silent winter woodland at dusk
and unbeknown to me a muntjac had approached, each of us unaware of the others presence. As | went to
move off | startled it and it gave out the most frightening scream from about ten feet away. To say that |
jumped out of my skin is an understatement. So if you go down in the woods today...

A.J.Selby -Kindly submitted by Barrie Audis

Fieldfare

FOR SALE AND WANTED

Please send all of your personal For Sale and Wanted adverts to the Editor for inclusion in the next issue.

~10 ~



CUTNALL GREEN
S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL
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S
LETTER FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dear Members of the Community,

| hope this message finds you well. It brings me immense joy to express my gratitude for the overwhelming
response we received from our last article in the parish magazine. Your kind words and positive feedback
have not only warmed our hearts but also reinforced the strong bond we share as a community.

Since our last communication, the school has been a hub of activity, with our pupils and staff fully immersed
in various enriching endeavours. One highlight was our Scarecrow Competition and Family Scarecrow Trail
on the last day of school before half-term. The whole event brought families together with creativity and fun.
| want to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated and attended this event, contributing to
its tremendous success. Our winning scarecrow also went off to the Churchfields Scarecrow competition; a
big well done to all our entries and to our winners Jacob and Jessica.

In addition, our Parents and Carers Coffee Morning and Pumpkin Hunt were equally delightful occasions.
These events not only provided an opportunity for parents and carers to connect but also allowed our
students to enjoy the festive spirit in a safe and engaging environment with their family members.

On the 10th of November, we were honoured to have Reverend Stephen join us for a whole school
Remembrance Service. It was a poignant occasion where our children, with utmost respect, observed a
two-minute silence at 11:00 am. This service not only allowed us to pay our respects but also prompted our
students to delve into the history of Remembrance Day, fostering a sense of awareness and connection to
our past as they were able to look and research some of our former pupils who were involved in World War
land Il.

| would also like to share an upcoming event that promises to be a highlight of the festive season. On the
1st of December, starting from 3:00 pm onwards, we will be hosting our Christmas Fayre in school. The
event will feature external stalls, crafts, face painting, delectable food, mulled wine, raffles and a tombola
as well as many more. Most importantly, families will have the opportunity to visit Santa's Grotto nestled in
our enchanting forest area. We extend a warm invitation to each and every one of you to join us on this
joyous occasion.

As we eagerly anticipate the Christmas Fayre, let us continue to strengthen the bonds that make our
community so special. Your ongoing support is a beacon of inspiration for our students and staff alike. We
look forward to seeing you at the school and sharing in the festive cheer.

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday season ahead.

Warm regards,

Mr King
Head of School
Cutnall Green C of E Primary School

Upcoming Open Day on Wednesday 29th November 2023 — if you would like to book an appointment,
please contact our office.
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SCHOOL & PRE-SCHOOL OPEN DAYS o ll=fwes

Mon 5th June '23 - 10:00am - 1:00pm
Mon 18th Sept '23 - 10:00am - 6:00pm
Fri 20th Oct '23 - 10:00am - 1:00pm

Wed 29th Nov '23 - 10:00am - 6:00pm 27t
Ei-m Y
Sat 2nd March '24 - 10:00am - 1:00pm 08 Ofsted

Good

Mon 3rd June '24 - 10:00am - 1:00pm L

Book a visit

office-cgr@riverscofe.co.uk
01299 851256

Followuson § @

"Pupils make
outstanding progress, in
many cases, exceeding
the expectations for
their age"

Today we had 2
h E ST minutes silence for
the children as we
are not here for the

11th November
We are extremely

proud of your
children - they sat

for the whole 2

Fo HGE I minutes &3&3
= - )







A big well done to Grace and Jack who took
part in the Remembrance Day Parade in
Droitwich.
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LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF DUDLEY

Finding hope this Christmas-time

| don’t know about you, but | rather dread turning on the news
these days. It seems to have been particularly awful recently.
The horrendous attack by Hamas and the taking of hundreds
of hostages. The consequent attacks on Hamas in Gaza with
such devastating consequences for innocent civilians living in
that crowded land and unable to escape. The ongoing conflict
in Ukraine has not gone away of course, and there have been
tragic attacks on Christians in Armenia, Pakistan and India that
have gone largely unreported. If we add to these the cost-of-
living crisis in this country, and the accelerating climate crisis
affecting every country, it is easy to feel deep despair and a
sense of hopelessness in the face of it all. As the psalmist said,
‘| lift up my eyes to the hills. From where is my help to come?’

Christmas gives a message of hope, but not false hope. It speaks of the Logos or Word, the divine energy
at the heart of all things, the dynamic force behind all creation, all that is. The source of inspiration for all
human beings. This Logos is forever sustaining the universe and breaking into our consciousness, but in
the birth of Jesus that Word was made flesh, once and for all. Jesus was born in Israel/Palestine in another
dark time in that region’s history. But God is as he is in Jesus, therefore we have hope. As St John says in
the first few verses of his amazing gospel: ‘In him was life and that life was the light of all people.’

Terrible things do happen in our world. Innocent men, women and children were killed in Jesus’ lifetime too
and yet he still preached and lived a gospel of peace and hope — right to the end and his death on the cross.
But evil and hatred will never have the last word: ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not

overcome it.’

At Christmas we rejoice in God with us, Emmanuel. We rejoice in a hope for justice in this world, and for
hope of a justice beyond this life too, when every wrong is put right and God is all in all.

May God be a blessing to you this Christmas time, and may you be filled with hope and love for God’s world.
Loving God, we thank you for the message of peace that Christmas brings to our distracted world. We pray

for peace in our world, peace in our streets, peace in our homes and peace in our hearts, as we celebrate
the birth at Bethlehem of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Rt Revd Martin Gorick Bishop of Dudley

MORNING PRAYER

The dates for Morning Prayer are as follows: (All are Wednesday morning at 09.15 am);

December January

06:12:23 Rushock 03:01:24 Doverdale
13:12:23 Hampton Lovett 10:01:24 Elmley Lovett
20:12:23 Ombersley 17:01:24 Elmbridge
27:12:23 No service 24:01:24 Hartlebury

Diana Glendenning
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LICENSING OF OUR NEW ARCHDEACON
OF WORCESTER

Mark Badger will be licensed as our new Archdeacon of Worcester by Bishop John during Evensong in
Worcester Cathedral at 5.30pm on Saturday 2 December.

Mark has most recently been the Rector of Kempsey & Severn Stoke w Croome d'Abitot & Norton on the
edge of Worcester, as well as Area Dean of Malvern and Upton. He succeeds Robert Jones who retired at
the end of November.

As Archdeacon, Mark will have oversight of parishes and clergy in the four deaneries of Worcester, Malvern
and Upton, Kidderminster and Stourport, and Pershore and Evesham. He will also have responsibility for
our diocesan priority to double the number of children and young people in our churches by 2030 and
support parishes in their ministry to new housing developments.

Mark said: “l was humbled and honoured to be asked to become the next Archdeacon of Worcester. | hope
that I can continue Archdeacon Robert’s work in being a pastor to the people in the Archdeaconry, helping
them to feel loved and listened to and enabling them to continue to grow in their relationship with God and
each other. | am looking forward to taking on a range of different responsibilities as Archdeacon.”

All are welcome to the service in the Cathedral on 2 December.

Sam Setchell
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ELMBRIDGE
NEWS

ELMBRIDGE CHRISTMAS POST

The post box for the EImbridge Christmas Post will be placed in the St Mary’s Church
on Friday 8" December. Please only use it for cards for local delivery and the last
collection will be at 6 pm on Sunday 17" December. Deliveries will be before
Christmas!

Donations for the service will be for Acorns Children’s Hospice and can be gift aided
if wished. Details will be in the church.

HELP! HAS ANYONE SEEN MY BOOK?

A few years ago, | was lucky enough to purchase this fascinating book, Moonless
Night, signed by the author himself, Jimmy James, when | met him in Droitwich. A
remarkably brave man.

Unfortunately, | no longer seem to have the book and I think perhaps | must have
lent it to someone, but | have no idea who.

Was it you?

If you happen to have it still (easily done!), | really would appreciate getting it back
again — and if you could phone me, Craig Nicholl (01527861264) I'd be delighted
to come and collect it. Many thanks.

SPOTTED!

At the entrance to Church Farm Elmbridge. Amante Muscari or commonly called Fly Agaric - Poisonous

Barrie Audis
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The Friends of Elmbridge

HARVINGTON HALL

THE HOUSE OF SECRETS

Dressed in his appropriate Elizabethan outfit, Phillip Downing, Manager of Harvington Hall kept us
spellbound as he gave us a fascinating talk on this iconic Tudor mansion. He certainly knows his subject.

With his talk fully illustrated with slides, we learnt about this unique property with its seven priest’s holes
built by Master Craftsman Nicholas Owen. More holes than any other house in the UK.
Through Phil’s vivid description, we learnt how dark these hiding places were, how damp, how cold, how
cramped and how smelly. And he should know — he once spent thirty six hours in one!

Altogether a most interesting and enjoyable evening— helped of course by delicious food. As a result, many
of us who have been to the Hall will probably go again to look at it in a different light and those

who have never been will certainly want to see for themselves this unique piece of our history.
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A reminder of what’s happening during the festive season..

Tuesday 19" Dec. Carol Singing

Meet in the village hall at 6.00pm for a glass of mulled wine
before setting out.

Nick wright is going to get us off on the right note

and the handbell ringers are adding to the festive

music.

Saturday 23" Dec. We will be decorating the church ready for
the big day and also tidying up the churchyard. If you can join us
around 9.30am that would be great. Please bring any tools —
wheelbarrow, brooms, shovels, shears etc.

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK

Our Christmas Day worship will be a Family Service at
10.30am and we are delighted that the Rev Julie
Humphries has agreed to lead us on this most important
day. It is sure to be an interesting occasion with appeal to
all ages.

The handbell ringers will be adding spice to the service
and we hope to see a full church.
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J BURNS RIGHT

AN IMPORTANT DATE FOR THE NEW YEAR

Yes, we're having another of our popular Burns Nights
on
Friday 26" January 2024
in Elmbridge Village Hall
7.00pm for 7.30pm

Just like last time, it's sure to be a popular event so put the date in your
diary and get your tickets (£20) by contacting
Ann Carter on 01299851640
PS Don’t forget to bring you own drink and glasses
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Some useful information about fly tipping, litter etc.

The problem What to do/who to contact
Fly tipping on public roads If the waste blocks the road or presents an immediate hazard to
traffic/life ring 999

If not report it to County Council Highways Dept: 01905 765765
Or Client Services: 01386 565018

Alternatively both Wychavon & Wyre Forest District Councils
have ‘report it’ forms online which can be completed.

Fly tipping on private land It is the responsibility of the landowner to clear this.
Roads blocked by fallen trees or | If there is a risk to life ring 999
flash flooding Otherwise report it on www.worcestershire.gov.uk/reportit

If you would like to help keep our local lanes free from the ever increasing amount of litter then please
consider signing up to become a volunteer litter picker on Wychavon’s or Wyre Forest’s ‘Adopt a Street’
scheme; full details can be found on their websites — they will provide you with the necessary equipment.

Barrie Audis
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ELMLEY LOVETT
NEWS

ALL SOULS SERVICE

This was a well attended service and one which is not just for those who have lost loved ones recently but
for anyone wishing to take time out to remember a loved one.

We read the names out of those who have passed away over the last two years and for each a candle is lit.
At the end of this we always play a recording of ‘The Lord Bless you and keep you’ sung by Nathan Williams
when he was Head Chorister at The King’s School and we are very grateful for his support. Nathan is
currently studying medicine at Liverpool University.

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Despite the poor weather, all the parishes were represented at our service of Remembrance, where we
remember each soldier who lost his life in the World Wars.

SO

The collection was made on behalf of the Four Square to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. This year
we raised £175.
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For each soldier’'s name that is read out, the half-
muffled tenor bell is tolled. Neil Cutler again
reprised his role as the toller of the bell and
despite having a poorly back, made a fine job.

Standing ( or stopping) the bell immediately after
the last name is read makes a significant
contribution to the respect with which we honour
these names and is not easy. It was much
appreciated.

Neil during practice
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We are also most grateful to Arlo for bringing his
Grandpa.
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This plaque greets everyone who enters into the church at Elmley and many family names have sons who

were lost. Whilst we do not immediately know what these men and women did during the Great War, Evelyn
Cartridge is the great great Grandmother of Arlo.

If any families have information on any of these names and how they served, please let me know.

Richard Cartwright
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St MICHAEL’S CHURCH
ELMLEY LOVETT

NINE LESSONS
AND CAROLS

SUNDAY 17* DECEMBER 2023

6.30 pm followed by mulled wine and mince pies

Let us hear again from Holy Scripture the tale of the
loving purposes of God from the first days of our
disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought
us by this Holy Child;
and let us make this Church glad with our carols of praise!
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HAMPTON LOVETT
NEWS

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!!

As | write this issue, | realise that Christmas is only 6 weeks away and the year 2023 is slipping away fast.
Where have all those months gone?

Already the shops are full of Christmas cards, gifts and wonderful festive food. | haven’t spotted a Christmas
tree in anyone’s window yet but | am sure it won’t be long.

In our Christian churches Advent is a very special time and we look forward to all the special services,
especially the carol services and here at Hampton is no different.

St Mary & All Saints

Hampton Lovett

Advent Carol Service

10" December 2023 at 6.00pm

Join us for a glass of wine and a mince pie after the service.

CHRISTMAS EVE

Our special Christmas service will take place at 6.00pm as usual on Sunday 24th December.
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Hampton Lovett and Westwood Taster Days 2nd & 4th November

Two very successful days of activities were organised for local residents in the Parish rooms to see if the
activities were of interest for future courses.

These activities were lead by qualified instructors and volunteers, including Tai Chi, Yoga, Pilates, seated
exercises, crochet and bingo! Also support from Active Herefordshire and Worcestershire’s ‘Our Community
Can’ project and Droitwich CVS ensured we learnt about other projects and what we could do in the future.

A good positive turn out with most people enjoying all of the activities making it hard to choose which ones
going forward in the new year we’d like to continue with.

All welcome. We will publish the dates and put into our notice boards....
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SW Healthcare’s “Your Health project’, also provided the health bus on the Thursday, where individuals
could get vaccines or just a straightforward health check-up, this proved a valuable and very well received
addition to the day.

P
% S P
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At the end of day two we all
agreed we needed another catch
up before Christmas, date to be
confirmed but a very positive
=== outcome on a couple of dreary
!g—?&“ " November days!

For any future activities please
keep an eye out in our notice
boards,

or contact
Councillor Janice Brookes on
Janice @westwood-house.co.uk

PEOPLE IN OUR THOUGHTS

Bob O’Sullivan

We were all saddened to hear of the death of Bob O’Sullivan in October. Bob, Ruth and the family lived for
many years at “Turret House” here in Hampton Lovett and moved into Forest End more recently. He was a
local councillor for Hampton Lovett & Westwood Parish Council which he served on for many years.

Bob was a devout Catholic and attended the Sacred Heart church regularly.

His funeral took place there on 13t November but his body was laid to rest in our churchyard near his in-
laws and where Ruth will eventually join him. Over 60 people came to a short but moving service led by
Father George. We all send our deepest sympathy to Ruth and all the family.

Annette Sabey

We were sorry to hear that Annette suffered a stroke while on holiday on the Isle of Wight.

Before her marriage, Annette (nee Brimble) also lived at Forest End and has returned for services and
church functions over the years since she went to live in Kidderminster. Tony is looking after her well and
she is making a good recovery. We send her our very best wishes for a speedy and full recovery.
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The Story of the Woodcutter

An older man applies for a job as a woodcutter but his boss
doesn’t think he’s fit enough. He tells his boss that he can fell
down a tree with a single swing. To prove this he goes outside,
hits a five foot tree with his axe and it falls over.
The boss is impressed. The man then repeats this with a ten
foot tree, then a thirty foot tree and finally he swings his axe at
an 80ft redwood and this giant tree comes tumbling down.
The boss is amazed and asks the man how he learned to do
that.

The man said “I practised in the Sahara Forest.”
“Don’t you mean the Sahara Desert?” The boss asks.
“Well yes.” The old man replied, “That's what they call it

The Blonde who went Ice Fishing

A blonde wanted to try out ice fishing so she went out and bought all the gear she would need and headed
for a local spot to catch some fish.

She went out onto the ice and after getting comfy on her stool she started to cut a circular hole in the ice.
As she did so she heard a voice from the heavens cry out” There are no fish under the ice”

The startled woman stood up and looked around but saw no one.

She cautiously moved a little further out on the ice and set up a different spot and started cutting another
hole.

Again the voice called out, seemingly from all around her,

“There are no fish under the ice”

Now feeling quite scared and getting a bit frustrated she moved all the way to the far end of the ice and
started cutting again.

Straight away, this time louder than ever, the heavenly voice boomed out” There are no fish under the ice”
She jumped off her stool and shouted up to the heavens “Is that you Lord?”

The voice replied.

“NO, this is the manager of the ice rink. There are no fish under the ice!”

And finally a few jokes..........

1. There’s a fine line between a numerator and a denominator. (only a fraction of you will get this joke)
2. What do dentists call X-Rays? Tooth pics

3. Did you hear about the first restaurant to open on the moon? It had great food but no atmosphere.
4. What did the ocean say to the other ocean? Nothing. It just waved.

5. Do you want to hear a construction joke? Sorry | am still working on it.

6.

Did you hear about the fire at the camping site? It was in tents.

7. What's the difference between a hippo and a zippo? One is really heavy and the
other is a little lighter.

8. When does a joke become a Dad joke? When it becomes apparent.
9. Why is Peter Pan always flying? Because he never lands.
10. How does NASA organise a party? They planet

11. | took the shell off my racing snail thinking it would make him go faster but
if anything it made him more sluggish.

12. Did you hear about the cheese factory that exploded? There was nothing
left but de Brie.

We wish you all a very Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New

Year
Margaret Vertigen
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RUSHOCK
NEWS

HARVEST 2023

We were blessed with a glorious morning for the Harvest festival at St Michael’'s and All Angels Church,
Rushock. The bright Autumn sunshine giving an extra warmth and vibrancy to our beloved church and the
countryside it overlooks. As our Churchwarden, Kevin Jones, opened the service with his reading of ‘To
Autumn’ by Keats, | think we were all able to let those words wash over us with a sense of gratitude, that
we were there together, in a place of beauty and tranquillity, celebrating the gift of Harvest.

Reverend Stephen Winter led a joyous but also reflective service where we were invited to consider how
agricultural practice has changed in recent years. We sang the hymn ‘We the Plough the Fields and Scatter’
which is most certainly an ode to farming methods gone by, but the sentiment is still vitally important, and |
think we all recognise the great job our farmers do and that it is important they keep doing it! Several Farmers
attended the service, but it was the younger members of the congregation that were kept busiest, and we
enjoyed hearing the children deliver their readings. A highlight was when the children were invited to bring
up their produce to show us and they all very eloquently answered questions regarding how various items
were produced. Harvest always provides the opportunity for marvellous hymns to be sung and ‘All things
bright and beautiful’ and “Lord of the Dance’ lifted us all in praise. Nick Wright as always played the organ
expertly and was ably assisted by Archie Morris whose playing belies his tender years! Thanks must go to
the small army of volunteers who decorated the church so beautifully with seasonal floral arrangements and
an abundant array of harvest produce.

A sumptuous lunch followed in the Village Hall, indeed we had a full house and everyone tucked into a feast
of cold meats, hot potatoes, salads and pickles. A number of people made puddings and a number of people
enjoyed them hugely! Overall, we had a splendid Harvest Festival which was a real community effort. Thank
you to everyone who contributed and especially to Mr and Mrs Nicholls who put in such a huge amount of
time and effort to make the day a success.

Becky Vale
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, MOVies Friday 15t
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Chaddesley Corbett Village Hall EUUOLI T2 1

from our lovely village retailers:
Ticket Price £10 (Non-refundable) the flower room

which includes a welcome glass of good or The VILLAGE BUTCHER
wine and a delicious local ice cream .
Tickets on sale

Doors open /pm 15t November 2023
Film starts at 7:30pm

Unreserved seats - choose where you sit

Enjoy a good film

in the company of friends '

This
beautifully
shot,
understated
Irish film
follows Cait,
a quiet,
neglected
girl, sent to
live with
relatives for
the summer.

(2022) 90mins



Please support our Advertisers and mention the Four Square Magazine when replying

Jeremy Massey
Electrics

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial v
All Work Insured and Guaranteed v

Q TRUST ]
el MARK
-

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

Security Lighting
CCTV

Re-wires and new installations
Additional Sockets, outside and inside Telephone: 01886 888493

Email: masseyjeremar@aol.com

€ € K <

Lighting including LED, outside and inside

G.J.PUGH

Carpentry & General Maintenance
Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior
Local & Reliable

Graham - 07967 883121
Ash - 07809 730085

01905 621147

)

Dan Laight

Property Maintenance
& Garden Services

&\“S Cdf‘e«
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8 >

<
The Cottage, Low Hill,
Torton, Hartlebury,
Worcs DY10 4HT
office@catkinscattery.net
www.catkinscattery.net
Purpose Built
Luxury Boarding Cattery
for special guests
Tel: 01299 250472

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
Garden Clearing & Maintenance
Gutter Clearing & Landlord Services

Give me a call today on

07921 853177

or email daniellaight@icloud.com
Cooksey Green Lane, Upton Warren n

Does the thought of losing everything you
have worked hard for, worry you?

Worry not! Call John Owens (LLB) today...then relax

John will advise you on the best ways to protect everything and everyone
that matters to you. As an advisor for Age UK Worcester & District and
Malvern, you can be assured that he is an expert that can be frusted.

. Will writing = John can tailor your wills to accommodate even the most
complicated family set up

. Trusts — John can protect your assets from many threats

. Lasting Powers of Aftorney — to make sure everything is in place, should
you be unable to manage your affairs

. Funeral Plans - Independent supplier of a number of the leading funeral
plans in the country

. Worried about care costs? - John can set your mind at ease.

Owens 01905 695450

ESTATE PLANNING SERVICES www.owensestateplanning.co.uk

M

MANOR HILL

WEDDING AND EVENTS VENUE

Exclusively yours

Phone: +44 (0) 1527 861 200
Email: info@manorhillhouse.co.uk
Website: manorhillhouse.co.uk

00O d

Manor Hill House Ltd, Swan Lane, Upton Warren
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B61 9HE
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W. ROBERTS

TREECARE & LANDSCAPING

* All types of trees carefully felled, pruned
* Hedges and shrubs

trimmed and rejuvenated
* Gardens Cleared
* Block Paving Cleaned : *

* Panel fencing;
Gates & doors madeto measure * -+

L ]
* Patios, paths, drives & water fatures
* Maintenance free gardens
* Logs for sale P

Telephone: O 1 299 250 664
Direct: 07 ? 72 45 6 692

E: wayneroberts1 (@btinternet.com

THE PADDOCKS « WHITLENGE LANE
HARTLEBURY + KIDDERMINSTER DY10 4HD
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Farm and Land Sales
Farm and Residential Property M
Valuations include Probate, Insurance, Capital Gains
Homebuyers Survey & Valuation Reports
Rural Planning
Stewardship & Basic Payment Scheme Claims
Experienced Development Land Team

DOORBARS

Chartered Surveyors

LAND AGENTS-VALUERS
CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Offering a Professional & Personal Service to
Rural & Urban Communities

Richard Pugh FRICS FAAV & Paul Bowness MRICS FAAV
Office:01905 27288
32 Sansome Walk, Worcester WR1 1NA
info@doorbars.co.uk
www.Doorbars.co.uk

%

NAPIT

ﬂl'l

=C ¢

ELMBRIDGE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

Domesa‘rc !ndusmaf and Commercial Electrical Services
D: s 07540 182293
elmbndgeelectncalcontractors@outlook com

vertment Erdoried Quality

/\
FLETCHZER

HOMES

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

Andy Johnson

Certificates Issued
Evening / Weekend Sweeps
Stove Maintenance

Day
07798 790913
Evening
01886 821933

www.andysweeps.com

Bromegeove - Kidderminster - Droltwich - Shoupar - Hagle

Chaddesley Cleaning
Services
u_l&{ﬁ_f’e"??&.‘t 11""“

’"Ic:L.rﬂng services |r1 Mor 1h \-’-L u,storsf re
chaddesleycleaningservices.co.uk

N.R. Evans Landscaping >

»

. Grass cutting * Fencing, including:
- Strimming L] Panel fencing

) . Post and rail fencing
5 hedge cutting . Picket fencing
. garden and site clearance . Stock fencing

domestic and commercial customers welcome

Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance

A S rullon

e MEMORIALS -

Additional Inscriptions
and Renovations

All work is to
the highest

standard and
carried out at
our workshop

BRAMM

BRITISH FEGISTER OF ACCREDITED
MEMORIAL MASON

Showroom and Workshop

338 ALCESTER ROAD
BROMSGROVE B60 1BH
TEL: (01527) 876200
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Jeremy Billingham

Aerials Ltd

TV Reception Specialist @[@@@@
TV Aerials Radio Aerials TV Aerials & Satellite Dishes Supplied, installed

Freesat & Sky and Repaired, Poor TV Reception Solved. TV
Brackets supplied and fitted.

07521 046629

www.jeremybillingham.com

v Farm House Design an._
Crafts

|:\'I"\I|'IIJ|’..'1' shably chae firnitire, cushions, cards aned \

i)l ke o look at oy brwjfm.i.'r Ir;fr.-'p'_\ o commissim

TREE SERVICES

s fo i?‘r'\fgn for yo.

Devon Finney Tree Surgeon
NPTC Qualified ¢ Fully Insured

Specialist in all aspects of tree work:
Felling, removal, topping, thinning, reductions, pollards,
lifts, cut backs, tree inspections @ STUMP GRINDING
Broad House Farm, Cutnall Green

07711 789513 24-hour emergency service

ffw”,f“m";j:;’g;‘;?ﬁfégﬁm El For a free estimate and advice, call 07800 532690
— ——— N hopwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

Space Space
fioRSale fiomSale
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An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch,
Bromsgrove & Alcester. We provide a friendly, dignified service
paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL ¢ ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

“A family concern”

St Andrews r‘
Carpet Co. =S

THE CARPET
Family Business est. 1965 FOUNDATION

TeI 01905 772845

ersonal Service
mates

GreenThumb :

LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE Worcester branch 01905 840740

Kk worcester@greenthumb.co.uk

| Bowbrook Gardens
Your local landscaping service

patios & garden walls
ponds & water features
pond & patio cleaning
fencing & hedgecutting
turfing services

local & friendly

07792 613020
www.bowbrookgardens.co.uk

Architectural Services for Residential Building
Projects

Design advice

Planning applications

Building regulations applications
Project management

New Builds

Extensions

Householders & Developers

mps

merrington
project services

000000

design — technical - management
Based in Cutnall Green — Telephone 01299 851 110
e-mail — mail@merringtonps.co.uk

s co

Millinery Creations by Caroline

We design, sell,
hire, make and
repair ladies
and gents hats
for all occasions
and seasons.

FREE UP VALUABLE SPACE AT BUSINESS OR
HOME
STEEL PALISADE FENCED COMPOUND
LOW COST - NO VAT

24 HR ACCESS - CHOOSE FROM 3 SIZES

MINIMUM STORAGE PERIOD 13 WEEKS

DROITWICH SELF STORE Berry Hill Industrial Estate, Droitwich

Tel: 01299 851493 Email: DSS@beechelm.com WWW.DROITWICHSELFSTORE.CO.UK

Cfpect oo wur wesife

For more mformatlon and our online shop.

www.hatscbyc.co.uk

Q01905 412162
R info@hatscbyc.co.uk

@ 24 St Andrew’s Street, Droitwich Spa,
Worcestershire WR% 8DY
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Whitlenge.co.uk
Tel: 01299 250720
Tearoom: 01299 250669

Open 7 days a week.
Gardens:

Summer 9am - 5pm
Winter 9am - 4pm
Tearoom:

Summer 10am - 5pm
Winter 10am - 4pm

Adults £5.95
Children £2.95
Under 2s Free

&

|
111 1

"Such a magical place!"

“Beautiful gardens and a great day out”

Explore three acres of inspiring gardens, walk our turf labyrinth, see our
water walls and magnificent moon gate, showcased on T.V by Alan
Titchmarsh. Bring your little ones and dress up as gnomes and fairies,
then look for enchanting fairy gardens and fairy doors galore, or for special
events follow themed trails.

Come & Enjoy Children’s Trails Each School Holiday

Last hot food orders and entry to the %arden 4pm (Summer) + 3pm (Winter)
PRICES MAY VARY FOR SPECIAL EVENTS. @

HOME OF

Greative L andscapes

We enjoy projects of all sizes from window boxes to family estates.
For visual inspiration visit our show gardens at Whitlenge,
and watch our “before and after” screen presentation in our tearoom.

www.creativelandscapes.co.uk
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‘ Donovan Taylor CHARLIE LANDALE

. Skilled Pruning Training Climbing
MOb'_ 07807 837040 Trees & Shrubs Plants & Ornamentals
E p=n g Email: donovan.taylor@sky.com
GREEN Rose Cottage Topiary Creative Planting
B ER REPAIRS Dunley
BOILER REPAIR | Stourport-on-Severn Design Adwce. Soft _Landscaplng
& MAINTENANCE DY13 OUA Pruning Specialist
SERVICES www.greenstar-boiler-repairs.com 01299 851125 or 07980 512347
A Modern Village Hall available for hire ]g& 9(% %&v
Facilities for 80 people with Fully Equipped Kitchen * A dedicated countryside Yoga studio in Rushock
Quiet Rural Location, Good Facilities for Disabled with 7 :ﬂ?fﬁ:g::tl‘::::: :':h‘;;f:::f SELCR0E YRR AsER
Free use of Dishwasher, Crockery and Outside Patio Area. « Senior Yoga teacher Lara Darby will guide you in

your yoga practice, help you feel relaxed, de-

stressed & invigorated to ereate positive change in

Elmbridge Village Hall your life

* Fully equipped studio covering classes from Core
Strength Vinyasa, Hatha Yoga, Yoga HIIT, Yin
Yoga. Pregnancy, Kids, Workshops, Meditation,
Retreats & more!

(3 miles north of Droitwich Spa)

Contact Booking Secretary « Specialising in group & private classes
Gay Carr on 01299 851646 Contact Lara tel: 07979243814

www.laradarby.com

Smartdale s §
N
N

Consultant Civil & Structural
@ @@ Engineers
Construction design, drawings & calculations

New build, extensions or conversions
Structural inspection and assessment reports

Domestic & commercial

Specialist in traditional and listed buildings
@ Eﬁ @ @ Cover Worcestershire & surrounding counties
W: www.smartdale.co.uk

R4 |
Bannuttree Farm Shop
o  Same price day or

night and weekends A Family run shop located in Cutnall Green

Also trading from
Laurence Gough Greengrocers, Stourport

1 to 8 person capability

Courtesy telephone call
the evening prior to

departure :
We sell locally sourced fruit & veg, fresh

o Wetravel toall UK bread and milk, pies & pasties, honey,
airports and seaports q ; 3
jams & preserves, cakes, biscuits, eggs,

WWW.aII'lnC'CarS.CO.Uk o j?yhhrﬁ:alfs,ngydithaun:; Gluton Free range and much more.

We also have a wide range of plants
throughout the year and hanging baskets
for summer and autumn. We also offer
an on-site planting service for your large

MARK WILLIAMS & LAUREN HIRST patio containers.

Local Qualified Lawyers of 40+ years experience In addition we are now offering a Garden

“A lifetime’s attention to the most complex legal Maintenance and Landscaping Service.
matters as a Police Superintendent, now lawyer, means
you can definitely trust Mark & Lauren for your Will,
Power of Attorney or Probate”

Instructions taken in your own home, via internet or phone. Enquiries:
T: 01299 251442 M: 07477 612914 Patty - 07887 397 757
E: info@ambalegalservices.co.uk W: ambalegalservices.co.uk Richard - 07815 978511
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Hampton Lovett
FREDEN DECOR & Westwood

Parish Rooms

For All Your Interior | Exterior

Painting & Decorating
Requirements

Available for hire

Phone FRED Facilities for 120 people with
: acilities for people wi
For F & Ad
or Free Quotes viee fully equipped Kitchen, Stage
01384 572371 / 07904 441412 and Entertainment Facilities

Booking Contacts
Sue Crow

SPACEN -
Maureen Alton
oESale

01905 772819

GLEN ACRES KENNELS
& CATTERY

Mrs L.L.Parsons
Glen Cottage, Clattercut Lane, Chaddesley Corbett
Worcestershire DY 10 4QU

T-01562 777582
E - glenacreskennels@gmail.com

e Open All Year Round
e Fully Licenced & Insured

e Current Vaccination Essential

Dog Boarding
Cat Boarding
Grooming Services
Dog Day Care

Ring Charlotte or Staff for details

Premiere
Oress

Efficient High Quality Print & Design Sefvice

Get 10%0ff @/ oremiers
>

Your First Order WEISIS

Lithographic & Digital Print | Design | Artwork Call 01299 251528 / 253773

E: sales@premierepress.co.uk

Top Cut Mowing Services

A friendly, reliable and pr'ofessuonal team
GRASS CUTTING, MOWING & PADDOCK MAINTENANCE

COUNTRY PROPERTIES COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS

Our services include
Regular / One Off Mowing, Flail Mowing, Paddock Topping,
Chain Harrowing, Rolling, Lawn & Sports Field Aerating
Paddock Hedge Cutting, Wild Flower Meadows

CALL DANIEL LOVATT ON
01905 621858 OR 07802 717057

Tel: 01905 700500
_OVEﬂmMJw Mob: 07974 807118

Ovenmagic - An oven cleaning service cleaning ovens, ranges,
hobs, extractor hoods and microwaves.

Covering Worcester and the surrounding area. We provide both

Ovenmagic Domestic Oven Cleaning Services

We specialise in deep cleaning:

Ovens * Hobs « Extractors « AGAs & Rayburns * Ranges
Microwaves * BBQ Racks * Light Bulbs and Filters Replaced

www.ovenmagic.me

FISHER BODYSHOP

Rushock Trading Estate, Droitwich WR9 ONR
Contact us on 01299 333 131

Full restoration to concours standard
SMART repair
Accident damage
Vehicle collection
Insurance work undertaken

Free estimates
ACCIDENT- REPAIR -RESTORATION

Part of the Fisher Group of companies
www.fisherautogroup.co.uk
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P
COUNTY

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Timber « Bricks & Blocks « Insulation
Heating « Plumbing - Landscaping

Ten Acres, Berry Hill Industrial Estate, Droitwich WR9 9AB

Tel: 01905 799498 Fax: 01905 778968
Email: sales@countydroitwich.co.uk

www.countydroitwich.co.uk

i
COUNTY

HEATING & PLUMBING
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CUTNALL GREEN AND DISTRICT MEMORIAL HALL S.P.A. Heating &

A modern hall with formal seating for up to 100 and Plumblng Services

audience seating for up to 200. It is suitable for parties, Gas Safe Registered Engineer

weddings and training. It has a fully equipped kitchen

and separate meeting room. An adaptable stage is / Contact Steve

available and there is Wifi access. / Mobile - 07584 122720

For further information contact our bookings secretary Office - 01905 794895

Jane Bache on 07914 361255 janebache@btintemet.com : .
s.p.a.heating@mail.com

Y4
J"'

Simgly Spotl.ess
— dolutions —

Simply Spotless Solutions
are able to provide a full range of
services including;

CARPET CLEANING
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

LEATHER CLEANING
LEATHER RESTORATION

WINDOW CLEANING
CONSERVATORY CLEANING

TAYLO R+co | ARCHITECTS FASCIA & GUTTER CLEANING
FULL END OF TENANCY CLEANING
INTERIOR DESIGN « INNOVATION « CONSERVATION
Have a look at our website to see what we can do for you

www.taylorandcoarchitects.co.uk

[t]1 01905 621600 | [m] 07831 146 738 | [e] design@taylorandcoarchitects.co.uk 91905 99145
1 SimplySpotlessSolutions

www.SimplySpotlessSolutions.co.uk
Based in Ombersley

Contact Us Today
Quoting 4 Square to get your discount

Whatever you want to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house
building work, paperwork overload or even
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible service
near Hartlebury.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access,
contact us now!

01299 578198 KEEPING IT COUNTRY
www.barn-store.co.uk
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Wishing all gur readers a very
MERRY CHRISTMAS and a
HAPPY NEW YEAR







